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As of September 30, 1966 there were 12,764 persons in residence in the institutions tinder 
the Department of Public Welfare, including 

5,695 in state mental hospitals (5,406 mentally i l l and 289 inebriates) 
5,750 in institutions for the mentally retarded 

724 in state nursing homes 
299 in the School for the Deaf 
112 in Gillette State Hospital 
96 in Braille and Sight-saving School 
44 in Glen Lake State Sanatorium, and 
44 in the Minnesota Residential Treatment Center, 

During September there was a net decrease of 110 in the mental hospital population (105 
fewer mentally ill and fire fewer inebriates). In the past year, the number Of resident 
patients in state mental hospitals has decreased by 755 (a net decrease of 756 mentally ill 
and an increase of one inebriate) 

The mental hospitals currently have less than half as many resident patients as in 
September, 1954, when the number of hospitalized mentally ill had reached its highest point, 
(In the past twelve years the number of mentally ill has decreased 5,942 while inebriates 
have increased 75.) Most of the decrease in hospitalized mentally ill patients has occurred 
in the past five years as may be noted in the last column of Table I, 

Since September 3 0 , 1961, the mental hospital population has decreased by 40 percent (42 
percent fewer mentally ill and 11 percent-more inebriates)* The number of h o s p i t a l i z e d ; 
mentally retarded has decreased by six, percent during the same period. Overall, the total 
Public Welfare institutional population has decreased 21 percent, with an accompanying great 
change in distribution of patients by type of institutional care: 

Twelve years ago 68 percent of the patients in these institutions were in mental 
hospitals and only 28 percent were in institutions for the mentally retarded. The addition 
of new buildings at Cambridge and the opening of Brainerd State School and Hospital has made 
it possible to admit more mentally retarded patients and yet reduce overcrowding at 
Cambridge and Faribault, The resident population of the institutions for the mentally 
retarded reached its highest point in March, 1962. In recent years emphasis has been placed 
on care of mentally retarded patients outside the institution with the development of many 
community resources which might be more suitable for the individual patient. As a result there 
have been more releases from these institutions than admissions during the past few years while 
the waiting list has continued to decrease. The net increase of 180 resident patients in S. .. 
institutions for the mentally retarded during September, 1966, reflects return of many patients 
from summer vacation. During the past year the number of hospitalized mentally retarded 
patients has decreased 210. 

* Does not include. 17 patients on visit 9-30-66, 










