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COn 150104 OF THE PROJLESS OF “BITALLY RETARDED, HATDICAPPED
KD GIFTED CIILDREN

January 13, 1960

The meeting of the Commission on ‘the Problems of Yentally Retarded,
Handiosnped and Gifted Children was held Vednesday, January 13th, i950
in the Court Houes on the second floor of the Isantl County Gourt Houu
et Cambridge st 9;30 Al2l. The afternoon meeting congisted of a tour of
the Cambridpe Stete School and Hospitel by the Commiszsion members.

Chuirmen Tiarnke called the Gonmission to order. Roll wag cealled end a
quorun present as followss

SEIATOR S | " . REPRESZITATIVES

Fay George Child ' ' _ Yonny Anderson

Karl F, Gritiner Lawrsace P. Cuaningham
£lifford Ikkelberg _ "~ Curtis B. Varske

Absent: Senator Yelter J., Franz and Senstor Stanley U. Holmquist snd
_Rejresontative Urnest Beedle eand Renresenteiive Ceorge “.angensteen,

Algo present at the neeting was the HYonorable Nalph .. Johnson, Stete
Senstor from ]santi County, Dr. Galin Adkins, Superiantendent of the
Cambridge State Hospltal, and Frasces Coakley, Supervieor of Lental De-
ficienoy snd Epllepsy from the lisuesots Departmsnt of Velfare,

EXSECUTIVE LEETTIC REPORT

Cheirman Varnke reported that the Exscutive Committee met for a dinner
meating at the Criterion on January 12th., Thoge present wera Senator
Crittner, I'r. Tarnke avnd Mr, Anderszon., They feli it -was not neceszary at
the present time fo hire an Executive Seoretsry but that efter gethering
nore jinformation they could then hire someons %o draflt the report,

SEZATOR CHILD NADE A NOTICH THAT THE REPORT OF T3 EXSCUIIVE OOIUIITIES

BE ACCEPTED AS REPORTED. SECO'DED BY SE7ATOR UKKELBERG. MOTIOY -CARRIED
" A & ORDERED.

TR. "ARTEE: At the lest meeting you instructed me to contsct Congressman

Cerl Elliott, Chairman of the Suboommittee on Special ZTducation, in regard

to the Tindinps of the Subecommittee sad the voesibllity of their holding a

- meetizg in thie eree. I have s letter from him eaying "We will cer taiply
soe your Committee gets the findings as they avvear from time to tims,
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Yr. Elliott further suys "We will keep very much in mind your gracisus
invitetioa to come to Minresota uzg ae our plans shups up el'ter the Coopress
is in segsion, if we find & heariny in your State can ba arrs.ged, we will
be in touch witr youo" 1 will ¥eep you posted oz this.

IR. JERRY TALT, Minnesotm Assocciution for Retsrded Children, Tha:k you ¥r,
Chairman. Tie gre happy %o be nble to continue our yregsestubion which we
sturted wt your meetings last month., TVie appreciute the great ancunt of time
thet you ure giviag us.

1 would like to briefly remark shout our presestation at your lest reeting

nad perhups chunge the inoresmsion thut we pgave xt that time, the fesiing t%at
wes writtea up in the minutes and showr by ue is not exectly the trus victure,
You will renenber that Jorn Holunhan discuss 2t some length the weiting 1ist,
how long it wes, and how if you did not teke your turn when it come up pare
hape you would not got snother chence for four or five yesrs. The discussion
woat on f'or several nages, et one point Joha emid,"The nolicy as it stands -
you must take your turn =s it comes up, you-mey have to wait 3, 4 or 6 yeurs
before your chunce ‘comee up agein, I think it terds to irmose an inetitu-
tion alternative to the »roblem of the nerent & little more so and a little
sooner thaaz might be the case if there war a grewvter degree of flexibility for
the uwdmissions policy." The Tielfare Lenusl on uage 43 which you have vointe
out -

Y1f institutional spacs is refused and at & later date the family fixds
institutional plens are advigeble, precedence will be piven over la ter commit-
ments. If the situstion can be termed s emergency, irmediate institutional
plecement will be orfered if possidbls .™

Thie hue been my uzderstanding of the way the policy has worked, thut it a per-
gon refused spmce whep it was offeraed thet they do not have %o go to the bottom
of tho list =ng wbit. three or four -ore years bui would be glven prefereacs be~
esuge they have already wailted., If they chaare their minds in six monthe or «
your they would be ;iven preferance and would not heve to wait throurh the list
again. Thig e&rtuinly—doea give a depgrae of flexibility to tre waliinp list.

I just want to meption that becsuse that I think the way ve told it would not
bo correcto

SEY ATOR (EILDt ' That is the waiting list now?
¥R, TALSH: 1319 ae of Decsmber lak.

EETATOR C7IlD: 1R. ?URS? pointed cut the other day that this liet
would be -robvably 254 less - 1t would go dovnward to poreibly someshere Q?OULd
800.

YR, TALSS: Yes. Bubk until ths nlese iz offered the department cannet make a
definite statement. They have not had enough yssrs of experienmes to be able .
to say 257 will refuse to takeo. They do pot kmow. 1 think 1t a difficult
noint “o me ke & definite statement on. 1 will speak of that this morping in
regard to Feribault. ' : '
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On Ssotem’er ¥, 1658 lr. Hursh, Comnlssionsr of “elfare, azd o3 Dotober 14, 1659
Dr. Dale Caneron, Diraeetor of Division of “edical Servisss pnd Jiss Franceg :
Coakley mot with the Commission and outlined zoversl srose where the Denartment
folt there wyr noed for imerovement in the “rogram for the mentelly retmrdsd,

{we will usz the term msnbally retarded smonymouely with mentelly deficiant&

the legel term) aad therolore supgested thet the Commissicn consider thoune a;eaﬁ
for study. The Yiinescts Associztion for Retarded Childresz wishes %o resord ise
agreement with the Denariment and to reinforce the ststaments mede by Vr. Hersh
end Dr. Cemeren. We ugree op most everything - 1% hasnene thet we both soe tho
same prodlems ~ it imn't thet ws are golnp out of our way 4o agres budt we do
happe: to recognizas the sams thinge that are most importuste Ve sre nreseating
soms maberisl today we hope will help the Coummission bettsr understand the bagis
of the suppested requastis. Unless the Commisslon will have eecreterial ssrvics
to secure Turther informetion on what is dous in other atatss - - including costs
this Associmbion will iry and gecure it. In Tact we havs slresdy writben to some
states askinp for informetion, but heve net recelvsd snswars to the lstiers.

Ta will talks vp the slx aress coversd by ¥r. Huregh, some of thess heving also
teon covered by Dr. Cemeron. -

To  Mro Hursh diccussed steflfiar st the lastitution. Te have & seDETELE Te-
port showinp e¢swesially the needs et Ferlbsult sod heve sut the emphesis or alilez
slthough the ratio of petlents to the diff'erent calegorise of vrofeseionsl stafl
should slegs be considered. Ve are trying 4o sscure more up-to-dale combarie -
gong 1o this field for your cousiderstion: in fect we have obleined as yoi une
putlished figuree from the Federsl Govermaant (Nationsl Iustltute of Kentsl
Beelth) zhowlng the renking of ithe midwest states. Dor ths yror 1955-1588 ae re-

 gerds the pusmber of patlents Ia instituiions for the mentally reterded ip rele-

tien %o the number of all permanont employses, thiz would isnelude sarponters,
peinters, snd everything - pecple who do not opre for the oelients. That is
for esch permsnent employes thers are “he follicwing mumber of matienis: '

Kpnsng Le8 Ohio- o6
Tiseunsin 2.8 Fincezota 3.7
lighipen ' 2.8 Hebrasgka 4,3
Indiana o 2.9 I1liaels 5.E

[

Thie ranres from Yepness whsre emch emplovse is expscled to take cere of 1.8
petients to Illincis where each employse is expecied ¢ teke care of 5,6,
Also, &5 wse pointed out last time we mueb recogulze thet 1% Sawes 4,75 Lo
£11) sny ons position so that really when we tallk ghout thare belng e 1.8
patient per employes we have to multiply that by roughly § se¢ that it would
be rourhly 10 to 1.

It will bhe noted that in these eipht midwzel statez we are third from the

bottom in whet mirht be oonsiderad sdaguecy of gervios; certaiosly bassd om
the osrsompels 1 thisk our other studlier certainly very mueh bear out ths
fact thet we miand orotty much at this ovoint se compered with siher states.
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