COMMISSION ON THE PROBLEMS OF MENTAILY WWTARIED, HANDI CAPFED
" AND GIFPTRD GIILDRFEN

Septemier 9, 1959

" The meeting of the Oommission on the Problems of Mentally Reterded, Handi-
capped and Gifted Children was called to order Yy the Chairman, Curtis Warnke,
on Wednesday. Septemlsr 9th, 1959, in Room 113 of the State Capitol.

Roll was called and & quorum present as follows:

SENATORS : REPEESENTATIVES
Fay George Ghild | _ :  Moprmy Anderson
_ Walter J. ¥rang : : Ernost Peedle
- Btanley ¥. Holmguist E George VWangensteen
Clifford Ukkelberg S Curtis B. Warnks

Absent: Benstor Xarl F. Grittner and Representative Iefvr'ence P, Cunninghan.

Cheirman Warnke mude & feport to the whole Committee of the Executive
. Committee meeting on September 3rd. A copy of this report is attached to
these minuteso

Commissioner Morris Hursh of the Stnte Public Velfore Depertiment was intro-
duced Yy Chairmen ¥Warnke. Mr. Bursh ssid he had a statement about their
responsidilities to the mentally retarded, a copy of which he handed to the
Conmission and is attached to thess minutes and marked Exhibit TAY,

MR. HURSH: Thie statement includets 5 or 6 suggestions as {o what we think
the Committee might profitelly srepd eome time on the next year and a half
as far ae the prodlems of the mentzlly retarded are concerned. This pointe
out some of the history of the programs In J879 there waes & legislative
avthorization for the establishment of an experimentsl department for "feedle- .
minded children” at the Minnesots [nsiitute for the Deaf, Dumd and Blind.
This developsd into the Faribualt State School and Hospital. Iet me point
out the wricus hospitaliged groups we have at present. Faribault has abcut
3,200, Cambridge 2,000, Brainerd 88 {1t will be 550 next March--projected for
2,000), Owatonna, the only ome that has educsble retarded, about 370 and at
Shakopee at the coitage we have for children we have 27 or 30 cared for Yy
the wozen at Shakopee, Iake Owaseo has alout 108 and st $%. Cloud we have
Tetween 65 and 70 so-called defective delinquents. We then go on o point
out that in &ddition to this instituiional progrem we bave & very large
community program. Theee are operated largely Wy the county welfare boards.
In this area as in all other welfare areass they are the actual operating
 agency. The state agency 4t the suprervising agency, £o the countles are re-
sponsible for any case work service ac well as any financisl mssistance that
e needed, Zor exnmple, for Yoarding care for children vho are committed but
still out in the county.. o
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In 1917 we got our so-called Children's Code and part of this related to
wontelly retarded so we have carried on since that time the respongibilities
of guardianshiy and provide leadership in the provision of adequate service
to 21l retarded children, not only children Wt all adults. Anyone committed
28 mentally retarded in thie State 1c committed to the guardianship of the
Commiseioner of Public ¥elfare. This is also true of the epileptic.

The Section on the Mentally Deficient end Epileptic which for 35 years has been
undey Mise Thomson, who retired last veek, is the agency in our office under
Dr. Cameron’s medical divieion that works with the counties supervising and
making certain that services are awiladle to children who cantt, for some
reason, get into an institution (because of & waiting list) and scme children
don't have to te in institution zpd it is not plammed that they bs there but
84111 for their own protection they are committed as mentally retarded and

are under our guardianship.

On the bottom of page 2 we point out tkhe groups that have teen crganized

to meslnt in carrying out the responsibility of ¢his Section for Mental
Deficiency. The Conference Committee on Mental Deficiency which bave repre- .
sentatives not only from our office and institutions Mt the counties amd =
Agsociation for Retarded Children. This hns been &2 wery worthwhile study.
Mr. ¥alsh has enlarged on the work of that Committee as well ac the Inter-
Agency Committee. In addition to the work of these Committees which have a
pretty troed memberehip we have the Inter-Institution meetinzs where the
Director of Medical Services meets with representatives of the professional
gta’fs of all of the institutions for the mentally retarded and the Section
to coordinate their intra-departmental services.

Thene are some of the protlems that we list as being of momt coucern to us
and some of which, at leaeit, we hope that this Committee will study further.

1, Improved staffing of institutions. Members of the legislature have heard
talk about this defore, Ae comzunity facilities dewelop and the more abie
patients are returned to or retained in the community, the imstitutional popule--

tion hag an incressing proportion of relatively helpless patients and & de-
creasing proportion of patients who can help care for them. In the earlier
days when you wvent to the institution we had & fair supply of working patiente
which meant you didn't have to haw as many staff peoples XNow thie is becoming
more of & residuel load you need more peid staff. As you know we asked for
se veral hundred additional staff in these institutions and the mental hospitals
and the Governor reduced this to adbout two hundred additionasl positions and
the legislature reduced them to & minus 34, so we feel the need for additional
ataff. I should point out that the legislature did giwe ue 29 additional
positions &t Faritault. The way they did this wae by taking 21 of them

away from Cambridge which really was not what we haﬂ in mind.

2, The development of gutpulient services.e% ihs institutions and other
locations with 2 view to providing improved diagnostic ‘service . Thic is
something that we don®i lave that might be worth looking into. If such ser-
. wices are provided it will be neoceseary to assure that these outpatient
facilities do not encroach upon the responsidility of local public schoole

to provide special education services.
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9. The poseibility of dewlopment of an enlarged program of day-care,
‘centers, recreantional activities, sheltered vorkshops, etc. at the community
level to the end that all poesible retarded and epileptic persons mey find &
useful and shppy adjustment in the community. Some method of subsidy mey de
needsd %o foster the devalopment of such services.

4, Something we are all aware of I am sure. There are a gubstantial number
of reterded remeining in the community at the expense of the families erd
covnty wolfare boards after they have been committed and really need institu-
tional placementc. There are almat 1200. 1% takee &ll the vay from 3 %o &4
yoars to get into an institution in spite of all the btuilding we have been
doing the last few years. There is still this waiting 1list and while they
are out there the parents take care of them as long as they can but when
they are 8, 9 or 10 years old they become & problem %o the community and
something must be done and the only alternative is ¢$o put him in some other
kind of facility. We have & fow private institutions or homes and a number
of foster homes. The younger ones can te put in foster homes, tut the older
ones when ewrything elee faille wo must declare a mee of emergency. Thie is
the one exception where there is no waiting list. We haw tried everything
else and e wryone agrees that we must find a place vhers someone can manage
him and Bo we declare an emergency znd he goes to the top of the 1list. For
awhile befora the buildings were opened at Camlridge there was a time wvhen
even thie emergency 1ist got to be & walting list of atout 30. This numtler
4 ~ the people for which something must Y done Wwrings up the subject of a
Pill introduced last cosgion. It had no difficulty getting through Toth
velfare commitiees but got novhere in either finance or appropriations,

which iz understandatle becnuse it called for arcund $275,000. Thie was to
rovide = state subeidy to counfles which had to provide boarding care for
these children vhich cannot get in. I am sure the welfare conmittees realize
this was something in which the counties are deserving belp, Wut sgain 1t e
comes & leglslatiw matter as o whether you want to spend money of the State
to partially suteidige the countlies or let them pay &ll which they hanve been
doing in the past. This is z matter, I suppose it does not meke & great deal
of difference to the siate agencles ee lonz as the children are taken wre of.
I think., by and -large, this is one group of children the countiep will teks
care of regardlese of ococi. Unfortunately this was not true in & few of ths
townehip disbend counties £nd this meant that we could nct get $125 a month
from thé township to take care of a child who needed a foster home placemant.
This fanily struggled along until his napme wae up on the placemeni list. The
reason I suggest & pertial sudbsidy is that 81l other children under guardian-
ship, which are coneiderabls, i1f they reguire foster care the county raye cost
in the firet instence and the etate reimburgea the county up to 50% of coste
Ve never bave encugh money to meet that Tut 1t does come to around 38 to 41%.
Thie 19 a tremendous bhelp to the counties. Counties gsex to feel that their
being stale wards the state should share some of the cost, especially since
the coet arisee because the Stete coonot keep up with the building progran
fagt enough to place them &ll in institulions. I felt that there was very
ilttle difference btetween these dependent neglecied state wards snd the ment=
ally retarded atate wards as io this blll, vwhich I am sure wes turned down
eimly tecause of finances.
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