COFERESs 1Uh
COMMISSION OF THE PROEIFMS OF MENTALLY RETARDED, RANDICAPFED

AND GIFTED CHIIDPER

Dscember 9, 1959
The meeting of the Commission on the FProblems of Hentallyr Hetorded, Hendicspred
end Gifted Children was called to order by the Chsirmen, Curtis . ¥ernke, on
Wednesdsay, December 9th, 1959, in Room 11% of the State Capitel at 10:15 AW,
Roll was celled and & quorun present es followe!

SENATORS ' : FEIERSENTATIVES

Yoy George Child ' Moppy Andersoen

¥alter J. Franz - Erneet Beedle _
Enrl ¥. Grittner ' lawrence P. Gunningham
Stanley ¥. Holmquist ' George Wangensteen
Clifford Ukkelterg ' ' Curtis B, Warnke

Guertes Present: Dr. Francie Gemelin and Dr. layten, Council of the Gifted;
Mr. Jerry ¥alsh and Mr. John Holshan of the Minnescta Arscciation of the
Retarded; Mr. Al Berndt, State Placement Superviszor of the Enployment
Security Department; Mr. August Gabrke, Ascslstant Commiassioner of Bducationy
Mre. Dale Barchelli and Mre. K. G. Piper of ths lesgus of Vomen Yotere and
Superintendsnd E. L. Koergan of Chastan Minnesota. :

DE. FRARCIS GAMELIK, Poard of Direstore of the Council of tha Gifted. I thinw
Dr. Isyton has an opportunity to expreze to you last time the wide differences
that are emong children and our concern that children have an opportunity to
show their potentimlifles whether he be zn awrege child, a gifted child, &
retarded child, an emotlonalily disturbod child or 2 child with any cother handi-
cap. In the Council for the &ifted we have hmen concerned with one group of
these children. ¥e are particulsrly hmppy with the steps that have bwen taken
in Mimnesots eince 1957 in recognition of the need of children whe are guite
different from the most. We have tasen sxeptionally pleaged with the work that
has been dene by the legisglature snd the leadership that has been. given in the
State Department of Bducation with the hsndicapped childe I think think Dr.
layton went over some of the btagic priaciples which underlie our thinking ss

we are concerned with the gified.

In the sheet that I have passed out "Principles Underlylnes Leglslastive Progran®
1 bave tried 4o summerire three things. Firsi, the lesis upon which we have
Teen doing our thinking., secondly, the kind of legislative program about which
we are thinking, and third the cest that we would anticipate for such & program.
If I may I would like to commeni alout each of the points that have besn meie.

I think most of ue would agree that the richest human resources that we have
in the State of Minnesota are our people, purticulsrly those peoplie who are
80 highly endowed thet! they are likely to contridute much more than mest can
to the community through theilr work in many different fieldés. Thege children
nunber about the same ae the number of hendicapped children who sre served
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in this State under the Spesial Education legislation of 1957 = about 18,000

children covered in that progran. Ve would setimate gbout the game number of
gifved children in Minnescta - we have about the emme number as they have in

the oountry &3 o whole., Ve feel thaet theee youngsbere demerve the same kind

. of investment that we have teen making in our handiceapped.

In dissecting variouns prograng vwhick might be developed to discover and adequaie~
ly work with the gifted we havws found 2 very, very complex propugition - the
vroblen of 1dentifying the gifted ie not & simple one nor is the problenm of
£vlding them towverd an appropriate cholies of carsers, nor is the prodlem of
coungeling with their rmrente, construction of appropriate coursss for them,

- wigse use of community rescurces and the use of .the idear that are disceoversd
An comcentration upen thia grouvp of youngeters, the uvse of those idess for
uperading the sducstioval progrem for the mejority of childrer in schocl: One
of tha interesting ihinge ebout emphasizing work with the relerded, the gifted
or any cother spscial group, _ia that one discovers things thai are applicable %o
- tha vhole range of children. elly y atiaching e specific prodblem like thie
wa cske hay for all of ocur youngstara.

In Minnmenote we think ?arhs.pa the ttleneck in terme of developing sffective
programe for the gifted 16 leasdership. . the development of leadership at the
State Depariment lewsl and the &ava_lopmnt of souad leadership 2t the local
level. Just like in meny other fielde; like work with the handicapped, local
echool gystens ere most likely fe initiate special werk, find leaderchip snd
work with the gifted as they heve with the htwdicapped when they ere asoured
thet some kind of permanent progran of reinbursement for the sxcere coete, -
perhaps sn approsch similar to that you have tsker 4in the peet with the handi~
capped childraen, for reimburcement for excese coste of essentlial personnel ,
meiotiels; o and sotiviilez ie liksly to 'ha the crux of the preblem.

¥o hetve 'been tuinkiag avoul provisious for a legismuw Prograz for vh},ch va wuld
stand and there are thres provieiont - you will notice that they are pretty
~muach patisrred afier the kind of work that hee been done Wy the legisldaturs

- already with the hardicmpped. Firet of a2ll we fesl that the State Department
peaition | for & Conauliant for the Gifted which wes euthorised by the 195%
leglelnture would make & very sound sddition to leadershlp &t the strte leval
and 1f funde can Ye jrovided so =% to eri{abdlish that position ot & level
commensurate with that of similar positions in othor states, wa would be on
our wey., ¥e bhave had remarkelle lesdership from the Stads Department. ¥With
people like Jim Gemiy, for exampls, who works with thoe handiespped, if similar
lealorohip coulé be provided for the gifted I think you would ses a rapid
growth  similar to the youngsters who mre handicapped.

There &re meny tainge to be lsarned mbout gifted children and about programs
who are scund for them and we think, therefors, that no progrem is goling to
be compiste unless 4t includes resemrch. We have Zeen talking about the

poaelibility, therefors, of appropriating & sum of money to the State Depart-
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ment's Diviaion of Research which the State Depertment could use to contract
for or conduct and publish research which would develop techniques of working
with gifted chiléren that are perticularly applicedble to gifted children live
ing in rural sress, or would determine the velus of gpeclal meberinle,

fucilities and projects for gifted children, or wourdd solve some of ihe hundred
- probleme that we think are significant to an effeciive program for the giftsd.

The third olement in our thinking hase been the provigion for mpecinl eicesg

cost aidas that hae chuaracterited our progrsm for the handicapped, excess cont

aide to local school districts which either individuslly or coopsratively

would conduet programs for the gifted under the leadership of qualified personnslo
e think that leadership of qualified perscunel lscomee almost the cenber of the
satter in the 1009.1 school dietrici. : _

There rre two kinds of excess cogt that we would anticipste on the basie of
experienced eleewhere end the thiuvking we heve done. It would be first of all
the sxcess cost involved in locel &chool districis hiring conswitants, psychcle=
glets or other qualified personnel thai would e employed speecifically to
develop, coordinate and conduct programs for the gifted. Ye donlt think that |
counsellors and consultants, etc. with general responsibility eerving all
children would loglcelly come under the seglis of thisz act anywmore than they

do under the current prograz for the handicepped. unlegs they mre hired epeci-
ficelly for this purpose to provide lesdersbip for this kind of progres.

We nrs in a 1itils different situstion here than we &re when we work with

the handicapped in that the personnel we ere thinking of sre many fewer in
number in that we would not te thinking of clasercon teschers &g reinburse-
atle 8 they are in programs for the retarded, the emotionally disturted, the
viguslly handicapped and the like, we are thinking specifically 37 leadermhip
positions and these lesdership pesitions because they are somewhat diffevent
from the kind of potitions thal &re reimbuarsanble under current specisl edursz-
tion legislation would d» many . many fewsr in numbsr, but their cost would be extest
cost as fer ss the locel school dint,;rict ie concerned., Ope of the nonsibilitias
would be that & minimum full ealary :for reintursement purposee might be 3lefined
in the same way that it i¢ in curreat legielstion for the handicapped. I think
the current legisletion impliet the  ®udl salary of $5,400.00 bechura we my
that ve get 2/3 of the salary eck up to & meximum of §3%,600.00. :

Second, the excess coet that ve ses invelved is the cost of gpacinl educational
weterisle. If = youngster who is gifted is going to take & specizl sclence
course in senjor high scheol, this night be for example oue of the so-sulled
edvanced placement program coursteg et the end of vhich he could teite an exemin-
ation and earn a college credit. The eguipnent that would be necessary for
such & course would W of course different from the egulpment that we would nor-
melly rrovide in our senior high school science progrems, and onz of the vosei-
bilitien for defining exvens cott for specin) sducationsl materisls would s

. on the seame baeis thot they have already besn defining specizl sducationsl
naterials at 50% of actusl cost and 'a maximum of $50 per pupil.
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The thirdé kind of ezcess cost thatine would anticipete wowld be a varisty of
essentinl parde of loeal programs. such ae construction of coursee of study
particularly suitebls for these children, inssrvice training of teachers,
woanse in the finnl snslyais the teachers have to carry out the plane in the ..
cleesroons, and gpecial seminars for students. Here there are many possibilities,
I am sure, one of theese that came to mind as we théught threuvih this:ves the
poealibility of £ winimum aid of $25 per gifted child to encourage local school
districts to provide the additicmal activities and sarvicea necedeary to adequnte
Drograms.

Then we tried to summarize the gotegtial cost of such & program to the State of
Minncaota. ¥Ye came up with the estimstee that are outlined ~ for 1961-62

we would hops that 20 scheol dlstricts would take advantage of the progras and
would hire lemdership personnel snd would hope that 1000 children would Ye served
throuvgh the State Depsriment leadership end the leadership in these 20 school
districte. Hers for 1951-62 we caxe up with a total cost of $2u48,000. This

ie just aboul 1f10th of the momey that wes spznt last yesr on reimburssment
to locel echool districis for special a&ucation of handiespped children 1n

. Hinnesnt&o

For 1962=63 ws would Lope that the number of school diatricte involved would

doudle and we would anticlpute that the mumbder of childrer covered would quadrupls,
simply because when you get sterted om & program and you have -few children in- '
volved and =5 you get golng within e given school system you involve more and
mors of the chiliven vho are elgible for such help. If we wore to cover this
nusher of school diptricte, thic mery children (4,000 children) by the - next

gchocl year we would enticipate & cost to the State of §581.000 uhich iﬁ less

than 1f4 of what we ¢pent laat year. for handicapped childrann

Our current estimnte besed on what we know about giftedness in that there are
18,000 gifted chiléren in the State of Minneeots. 1 don' suppose we will ever
resch 8211 of thoge, bul gsuppose we would get &lwmoest complete coverage, Tind them
all, serve thes all through effectiwe programs, we would anticipate the ceoet
to amount to aporoximately the same money per year az it cost us in 1958-59

to serve the same numder of handicapped children. This is sn estimate for the
complate coverage of giffed children.

I think we have aseumed that children regardless of their abilities and probiems
are entitled to the besi education that we can provide end we are pretty much
convinced thet sgqual eduvcationnl oppertunity is not the eame thing am identicsl
educational opportunity, &nd where you hove children with wnususl pidbieme

or unusual gifin you muwt do unusual thinge for them:; MHinnecota, it seems to
ne, hae done some remarkable work in the last two years with children who bave
unusual problemg in vision, hsaringo epetah, physical hendicayp, mental handicap
end the like.
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I think we have arrived tc the point now that we recogniss thet the ons group
of children we csn ne longer afford %o neglect in terme of & deliterszte progysm -
of nmeking complete use of thelr telents for the cake pf thelr communities snd
our coumibry are the gifted childrer end we hope that the Interim Commission
will sse thelilr wgy clear to work out eome kind of legislative program ibsat will
do well by these youngslerz. . . _

When Dr. lsyton wae here last time you invited him to write up something of
what he wag thinking. I have congulted with Dr. layton on the meterinls thuat
are in your hende and & number of other perscns in the State that are inter~
soted in gifted children and people from some cther organizations and our cen-
censue ie reported in thece pages. If there &re come thipgs about what we have
gaid here that sre not clear, I would te glad to atiempt to snswer them on e~
half of the Hinnesote. Council, o

SERATOR GRITINER: Looh:ing at this figure of %f you tmlked aboub, you would
assume there would te 18,000 of such youngsters of school age in Hinnesolal

DR. GAMELIN: I am rounding out the population in the schools laet yeer at
600,000, . . ’

SEVATOR GRITTNER: - Then Just by qulck addition there must be about 1500

pupils in esch grade on the mverege in echool, they would not all be &t any

one level, this gets down to be a rether small mumber per wchool system, and

I =m wondering what your cut off renge is vwhere you would talk in terms of
truly gifted as we sometimso hel¥ « whet would be the IQ iype of cut off

_point wvhere you start ccnsidering the children that are gensrally gifted rather
then what we sometimes lkmow heppene to & child where he is mediocre but gifted
in one field - vhet is the teckeround of this?

D}lo GAMELIN: I thinl: the point you made about chiléren being gifted in one
field and not enother is & critical ome because what we would T looking fer
would not be generally gifted children, these woulb be Giscovered tco, Lud
¥ou do have giftedness of muny vorisitiss and part of your problem it would
ssem to.me would e to discover giftedness of these meny different kinds.
Stwdies have heen made of eminent sclentists, for exarple, which indicate
that IQ can drop as low eg 115 to 120 but if they are remarksably gifted on
an ability whick the peychologist enll epace relations ability, they do ex-
ceedingly well in their field. Ve ave, 1 think, pﬁychclogically getting
awey from the conce;pt eof IQ through the discovery of thess specific talente.
Thie, I believe, ie whai ws are concerned wi’h rather than gencral giftedness.
Giftedness as it would be menssured Ly competent etudente of human bshavior.
Generally in the pawt i¢ has been thought of $n terms of IG not lower than
130 or 140 and now we koow that an IQ is soré of & buehel basket which puts
together a lot of different abilitios and ty using this one number you may
migg youngsters vho thould be picked up &¢ having remarkable talent in some
¢ne eres and therefore a remnrksble potentisl.

“5 =
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SENATOR GRITTHER: If there are 1500 per grede and 1f we have about 500 school
syetems in the State that offer & course this would bring you down to about 3 1/3
per school system ver grade, of course we kuow thet is not accurat: because of
the lerger grouplngs in soms places, dosen’t this tie in pretty deeply with

this counseling program that propoaeﬁly we a.re 1naugurating under the Hational
Defense Ed.ucatio*xal Act?

DR. GAMELIN: I think thay 18 very impartanta

SENATOR GRITTEFR: Or would this tesiing program for the gifted almoet have to
get into the first grede at & lewsd wham the National Defence Educationrl Act
ia rot deaigned to po.

DR. CGAMRLIY: I alzht aay in respect to ry own school system, for example, that
the Mationel Defence Educational fot program is gquite imadequate to our purposes
because if we don’t discover them down there in the elemsntary grades it tskes

us 2 or 3 years in secondeTy before we really know whet we have. The blg
rrofem i to identify ther and help miong. Ws are actumlly offering to test
pre-gchoclers to determine whether or not we should begin werk with them in the
kindergerten level. This we foumd wery effective this vear. Ve plcked up 15
voungsters before they entered school who wore gifted. The simplest thing svail-
eltle to us becauss wo 4o not have et pressnt the resources of an adequate pro-
grar wes wimply to acceleraie thew one year. Adoit them to school one year early.
This ie not the best progrem tul in terms of what was aveilatle to s nov-in pere
sonnel and recources it ie & start, I would sey that you have to bagin waey

“bzek if you are going to do zn aﬁeqmte Job.,

| SEWATOR GRITTNFR: That 4s why I am wondering sbout your cost ectimate, be-
cause these esbimates aro mainly for leadership. -

" DR. GAMELIN: Yesm.

SEHATOR GRITTNER: The renource type of cost plus the exceses maintenance and
you can’t have this kind of & program ivnless the identificatior has been made
glresdy vhich becomes another cost factor. Vould you contemplate that the local
gchool dizntriet shouvld bear that ezpenee? 1If you do bear in mind what you very
well know that many of owr schoolé have nothing in terme of & guidence progran.
They give a couple of  sptitude or & couple of mchievewent teste from time to
time throughout the child®s school eareers

DR. GAMELIN: This ie one of the thinge that we aaticipsted in thie third

ercese cogst we mentioned whore we thoughi A1 the School &iwtict had avallable
325,00 per child therc was & numbar of things that could be szcomplished. Ope .
thing that could be sccomplished for ezample would be that paycholozists operat -
ing out of & center like they are operating out of St. Cloud could belp the

echoole do the identification Job. I don't thick thit cen de Jone on a tekt.that i
given to every youngster in the setond grade. I think 1t hes to b an individual
appraisal job. Such an appraisal would cost the school system ahout $25.00.

1

-6~
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SENATOR CRITINER: So that the first year thet they did it the $25;00
would be used up for identification.

DE. GAMELIN: Yes. You would ute it only for & emsll number of the youngsters,

MR, WANCENSTREE: 1 think my questlion has Yeen answered alresdy. The program
would begin Yecmuse of its need early wlth the handicappid, bat %o relmte it $o
the the Junior High School program - thils is & progrem where you &re opersiing a
veried curriculum in order that studenis mny explors thelr apptituden and in-
terosts snd coneidering it in relstionship to that congiruction of our schood
gystem now, is it possible $o do iths Job and aguin at & later date considering
the difforences betwsen the gifted and the bhandicapped, with the hasdicapped
you certainly must begir emrly with ths fundamerinlez, whereas with gifted childe
ren it is primarily a prollen of Wringing out an excess type of splitude.

DR. QAMELIN: 11 would eay you can do & yertisl progras beginning &t the second-
ary level. Let ms give you just & £ipngle illuetration of the sort of ithing you
couid miss. Suppose you had s very bright youngater coming irte elamentery _
gchool at the normsl iime and being put throvgh the iypicel slementary echoold
program, such a youngalier may Tesome & non=refder, miy batome rather indiffer-
ext to echool work because thsy think 1t ien®t challanging for them. This
hapoene every day. V¥We run into thies mort of thing to the extent thal oace in
ovhile w5 will heve & teacher agking us to chseck a youngaler fo dstermine. _
hie algibility Tor m cloms for the retarded and 2% thet point we will discovar
he te 2 gifted youngater, but there has beer nothing in the program up te thie
point tc melre him feel his education iv worthwvhile, snd we confitioned him for
gix yeors szainet the full use of hle capnciiies. There 12 2 real prnblam

then at the secondary level in reh&bilita%ing the youngater.

MR, YANGENSTEEN: JIsnft thie a eriticism that wauld arrive primarily from what
I would like %o think &s the old wey and new I think moet of the progressive
pchoole are trying to individusalize inetructionm sven in the gredes., In other
vordf can this problenm he solved within the grade by chﬂnginw our coneept of
inciruction.

" DR. GAMELIN: Yes I think &% can. You have esgentially the same problem hers
ag you have with the sducable retardsd in that in & eelf contained class

room the ideal tencher would be 4ble te indlviduslize instruction and take
care of everybody from the reimrded to the gifted, wt anydody working with

25, 30, 35 youngeders find this kind of sdjurtment Just impoesidblis. It demsnds
nore of the teacher than the feschor can pousidbly give, no you mike adjustmenta.
For oxampla, you provide congultant help for the temcher which provides the
Yescher with apesicl reading moterinls for these vreal slov lemrning youngeters
. or epecisl materiale for these real gified youngsiers, and encoursges tha
 teacher to work in thet  feghiom. This is widely done with slow lesrners, it
ir widely Sons with the gifﬁe&p in school eystemn where help is av&ilableo The
help ie nut widely svalladble howsver. '
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MR. WANGENSTEEH: The ideas offersd here heve been very fino but might have
firenciel limitatlions. If you had to make some kind of Judgment ar to vhers
to start do you think 44 might bs poseidble to inaugurege & progranm on the
tecondary level considering the fmct that it worldd be & choics of having &
progran or pet having one?

KR, GAMELIN: I see no reacon why this might not e dome. I think ome of the
faators that is going to dstermine this ie the Wwckground of (he quslified
peraon you 8% - A7 you get personnsl that can yprovide leadership better at

the aecondary level bececuse they lmow the secondery education better. thie would
e the place to stert. If you hopven to find Guelifisd personnel who know

more eboud elementery sfucstion and could gel you sinrited there, that night he
the pluoce to stort. I think 14 might bs wise if & program war initiated in
terms of the capacity of the pmrnonmsl rather then miling it down to one sres
of t.he Curriouiut.

HR. WAKGENSTEEN: In terme¢ of inaugureting thiz program would you ses any need
for research in terms of finding ocul the availslle personnel, in vhat sreas
they moy have smmalized vhether elementary or secondery. In other words it
ie brommy ot enough just 4o estimate 3% of 604,000 or estimabe the coet

gay in relationsnip to hmndicapped - ghovldn’t we precede this with some re-
gearch befam ve irsugursbe this program - or have wel

ME. GM»EELH{: Moy 1 say one thimg about that = we do not train people speci-—
ficenlly to vork wiih the gifted, but we hops that & person who hae studied
edoetion extensively hag lenrned ons thing above &1l others and that is -

how to learn -« so thai if he i turned loose on soms speciiic problem like

this he becomee & spsclallist in 3t — this is the wey sll profeseional fields
have developed. Scomeone who bis lesrned how to leaxn, he goes to work and
davelops his ekil) in that arsa end my guess would Yo thai consultants that
might e hired would come from & wids varisty of lmckgrpunds. One of the
critical) cheracterintics in those poople would be thet they have learned how

‘to learn 80 that $hey coan quickly get acnupinted with a1l the research that _
kes baon ous in thie arsa snd thes pregesi to develop progrema in local systems. .
Actunlly this e whet bhapoens in dsveloplng univereity teachers in given aresa.
A wmen gete acquainted with a particuler problem, he does Tegearch in that ares,
does some thinking about it, then he Yecomes & spscislist in that area - not
thet he has been trained bubt hs hse learned how to learn and he probee the

field and becomes e wpsciallal, The sere thing would happen here.

R, WANGENSTEEN: Dose the teacher's training institutions have progrsme in
that areat :

MR. GAMELIER: Very little training i¢ aveilmdle on work with tle gifted child.
There are some excelleut courses £t the University of Minnescte - one of the
things thet mieght be resl interssting for the Interim Commmigeicn would be to
discuse with representatives with the Teacher Training Inctitutions what their
rele in thie progran would Yee
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The college people wonuld weleome such iﬁqniriea and 1 knoy from my own work .
at the University ané one College in the Stats thet thers are people interesied
in this and woulé like to discuss this matte*o

Inaamuch as the gchedule wneg for both M¥r:. Jerry Waleh and Nr. Gémelin at thie
meeting Chairman VWarnke suggested that Mr. Gamelin come Yeck again and that
_ they hear from Mr. Walsh since he musi leave.

MR. JERRY VALSH, Minnesota Association of Retarded Children. We very much

- appreciate this opportunity to talk to you this worning. Ve know that each of
you are vory much interested in the problem of mental retardution and that you
have been pieced upon thie particular Interim Commission Yecauses of your inter-
est in the handicapped, retarded and gifted. Ve know thai we cannot come before
you &nd say that we wont you to pasc legislation to help the retarded, we know
thet you vant specific ideas aud recommendationce that you can study and this we
hope to do.

1 have several thingr to pass out to you - sn outline and alewo ths report on
tleginlative and Governor®s Commissions Concerned with State legislation snd
Programing for the Memtally Reterded®. 1% tells about the work of werk of 20
similar Interim Cormietsions throughout the United Stater, the thinge they have-
studied, how 4ther have beoen esitutlished, stc. and I think this is something
you sould reed through sometime and get quite & bit out of i%. I don't think
you will want to spend time leoking e i% now but you will nobice that meny of
the areae of stuwly are similar to the mreas that you people haw talked about
and will talk atout. The other ocutline is the materiel that will be covered
by Mr. Holabhen.

1 would like to imtroduce a%t this {ime Mr. Joha Holshan who ie ihe Research
€hairman for sur Minnesotz Accoclstion for Retarded Children, 1 think g1l of
you are aware that our Association ie composed of 40 chapters throughout the
State of Mipnesots and I am hapyy to see in corrcepondonce with these various
Chapters thut members of this Commiseion heve spoken on occasiocps to some of
these Assouiation. Senztor Child spoke jJust & short time 2go to one and other
pecple hers hes epoken to these groups. '

Mr. Holelian has bYeen very active in wvork for the Reterded and 1 thipk wany of
you havy met hibh on occapions here in the legislature. Hs is the parent of &
retardsd ¢hild, he has worked with our Aspocisticn for the paet 10 years, had
variocis offices, has ssrved 8¢ legirlative Chairmsn, Fresident of the Stats
Aggocietion, on the Board of Direcinrs of our State Aescciation and Nafional
Apgcciation, professionslly he 14 & researih enginesr for the Gensrsl Millsg
Comrany 60 we find that ag our Research Chalrpan eome of the same techniques
apyly and he hae been very helpful to us, :
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MR, JOHN HOLAHAN: I have bsen appearing before warious legislative committees
for the past )0 years and while ¥ . sm quite controversisl I nonetheless always
like to express oy profound gratitude and thenks to you people for allowing us
to talk to you end for the very resl help that you have given the retarded over
the years. In generszl I cen'regerd legitlatore as some of the best fiiends that
ths retarded have. 1 Blgo $ry 16 be prectical. We are very well aware of the
finsncial probless of the Stete and in my own private capacity I bulld plante,
stert then up and an accountable to wmansgement for moniee spent and all the rest
of 1t so for me life is one continual accounting of monies given and nonies ex~-
randed 811 the bime.

Before ws get irto the sctusl program I would like to volce our ovn support
for the gifted children. We feel that this in an aree 3oo that deserves con-
gideration. I would like to puraphate for s moment a paseege from the Bidle
that I frequenily use to illuctrate the besic fundamentkl nature of thess pro-
blems. - From St. John's Chapter IX the apostles esaw & blind man and they came
$o Jeous and esked him why has this man been Torn bBlind, wag it Yscause of the
eine of hie perents, and Jegus answsred *Heither this man nor hie psrents have
sinned, but he wee born dlind that the work of God might be manifest.® As you
~ study the verisbdbility of the humsz rece you are etruck Wy this very precise plan
mors or lees which describes human voarietbilities. We frequently cite the number
of reteried @2 Ting equal as the nunber of giffed and this ie & mysterious
thirg that notody cen qulte mccount for, sxcept that this 1s the way it ie- '
Kow vo recognife and fully admit thot the rsterded represent & drain on the public
purge whizh 4n $he moin is non-peburnsdle - in other words owr retardsd children
are truly an object of charity and ae &n objlest of charity, of couree, we rely
very heavily on tax monies for these charitise., ¥hen we come to discussing on
e long term baeie how these tax monies are to be reiged I think many of ue feel
that rerhape the boat way to get tax monies for these charity prodlems, for
tbeve welfare problems, i¢ from an sxpanded ecomony, &nd fubure progrese in
growth will dapend wery materially on the sbilities and talents which will come
from these gifted poople who are proporly trained and preoperly motivated. It ism
almoet a besie necessily for us ae we vork and aek for help in our field to
look forward amd enticipnte the great diecoveries and inventiont and progress
that will come to Amorice if we properly train our people who can contribute
much more to sociaty than they sctuslly get tack from us.

¥ow to talk about the leaet gifted of all the reiarded and to tell you eome

of the areas of study which w2 augges? that you consider. We have here some of
the tasic needs for the retarded and we think they currently exist. In the
field of 1na1.1tutions ve Teel thens are the pro'blomaa o
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I. Institubions

1. Adequate staffing

2. Alleveiate overcrowding at Faribeult {(206)
7. A long-term Yullding pregrem

4, Realistic budgets (cubmitted 4o you peovle}
S¢ ¥ood handling

II. PFlaunine for the Non-inetituiionaiized Hetarded
is Institution out-patlent zervices
2. Guardianehip :
3. Community facilities
I11. Regearch

1. Hedicel in irstitutione
2. Houn-medical in institutions

I¥. Division of Mentsl Reterdetion Hithigetﬁe Department of Yelfare

A:. Headed by an M.D. with experience in mental retardstion and
hoepital sdministration.

B. Responsibility for institutions would includes

1. Ipetitution budget

2. Sta ffing

1. Standsrde of care and'training

4. Admiselons policy

5, Shifts in patient compcaition

6. TUtilization of institutione ag training ccqtﬂr for welfere
vorkerg, feachers, medice and medical scientists

7 leng-term planning.
a. replacement of antiguated buildings s
b. alleviating overcrowding
¢o Future institutional planning

C. fCeneral areas of responsibility woula inclhwie
l. Case work
2. Paychological services
3. ILiceneing of facilities for retarded
L, Resesrch

D. DResponsibilities for the retarded in the community weuld include:
1. Ewolving a total community progran
2. Utilization and edminlatering state aild for btoarding homes
day care centern, sheltersd workshops
3. Providing & life guidance progran
4. Community services consultations






