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COMLISSION ON THE PROBLEMS OF MENTAILY RETARDED, HANDICAPFED
AND GIFTED CEIIDREN

Wovember 18, 1959
The meeting of the Commission on the Problems of lMentally Retarded, Handicapped
and Gifted Children was called to order by the Chairman, Curtis B. Uarnke on
Yednesday, November 18th, 1959, in Room 113 of the State Capitol at 10: 30 A.M.

Roll was called and a quorim present as follows:

SEYATCRS - REPRESENTATIVES

Fay George Child Moppy Anderson

talter J. Franz ' Ernest Beedle R
Karl F. Grittner _ Lawrence P. Cunningham .
Stanley W, Holmquist : George angensteesn

Curtis B. larnke
Lbsent: Senator Clifford Ukkelberg.

Cuests Present: Mr. Stanley Bourgeault, Deaf and Blind Special Consvltant;

¥r. Thomas Irvin, Mentally Retarded Special Consuliant; Mr. Ellsworth Stensuick,
Speech & Crippled Childyen Special Consultants Mr. Bill Keenan, Director of Re-
search Project for Voecstional Rehabilitation; Dr. Guy L. Bond, Professor of the
College of Education, University of Hinnesotaj Dr. Dean Berry, Reading Consultant

of St. Louis Park Public Schools; Dr. Vietor L. Loymen, Director, Psycho-educational
Clinie, St. Cloud Teachers College; P. J. Broen, Stale Department of Educations

Mrs. Dale Burchett and Mrs. M. G. Piper of the League of Women Voters, and MNr.
August Gehrke, Assistant Commissionsr, Department of Education.

It was moved by Senmator Franz and seconded by Mr. Anderson that the mimites of
the previous meebing stand approved o5 written. Motion carried.

Mii, STANLEY BOURGEAULT, Special Educaticn Consulitant of the Deaf and Blind,

First let me say that it is certainly arn honor to have a chance to present some
material of the Deparitment concerning the problems of visually impaired children,
one of my two responsibilities. 1 serve both in the area of visually impaired
and hard of hearing. I would like to stert with the program of the visually im-
paired this morning and perhaps include some remarks concerning the deaf and hard
of hearing children. last Fridsy eveming I had the pleasure of presenting an oul-
line of the State program to the Minnesota Acadery of Ophthalmology. I was some-
what surprised that this group, upon whom we are so heavily dependent for kinds
of techmical information, when I mentioned to them that we had more than ene kind
of service for children with visual impzairments when we talk about educationzl
PrOgrams.

I would like to go back with this group and provide you with a 1ittle background
information, Blind and other visuzlly impaired children have been educated for
some 200, perhaps 300 years. It started in BEurope. As 1ong ago as 130 years ago
we were educa'bing children with severe visual disabilities in this country. At

the time, however, for one reascn because of our own personal, intimate and o
cultu.ral reactions to blind people for whom we took pity, and also because we did
not know much about how to educate these children, we tended to group them together.
We see 211 over the country the development of a highly segregated program.

ul-
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It was inevitable that as people sturted lemining more about how to temch children
wvith visuwal impairments, how they could perform roles in zociety and become com=
petent people. they Yregan to ask themselves - Look, vwhat are we doing to these ypeople
emotionally? Ve are providing them with school experience that takes them away from
lesrning to Fet alony with sighted pecple. In some of the mriropolitan communities
throushout the counbry & day school kind of program developsi, New York, los Angeles.
Chicago, Boston and Rinnsapolise This group of communites realized that they had
encugh children to group together and provide the same kind of education and ex-
perience that they were getting vhen they sent them to a2 segregated school. The
daay school program then developed on a cooperative basis where children were kept
in one special roon with 2 highly ekilled special teacher and yet they did not have -
%o leave their homen. Thals vas 2 major step forward. %Ye call this program & co=-
orerative program. I% took a lotv of cooperation betwaen the special teacher and
the regular class room tsacher Just to have this child get along. If this child
v lucky he got to go into 2 regular clasg or maybe eat with & sighted child. This
ia an integrated program and much better than o segregated program. However the
people who started the day school program decided that thie is nol really what we
wanted o do about children with visual impasirments so about 10 or 15 years &go the
dovwlopment of another kind of program, the resource program. This program is one
in which the child is registered in a regular class room and from this clase room
hiz edvucational pregram is planned Yy a reguiar class room teacher whe may know
nothing about braille , nothing about how to teach & child tc use & slate ardstylus,
she known nothing about how to use large iype orint, and the variations that come
from it, but 4in 4that tuilding to help her to make surs that the child pete the same
Iind of opportunities that other children gel, we have vhat we call & resource
tsasher. No longer do we let children bhe put in segregated prograws if they do

rot need 1t. They are in the regular schecol having an equal opportunity, having

a special teacher there to sort of Tuild a plus kind of program, to bring in the
special skill that they need, bubt nore fundamental than avwything elsa, they get

to0 e counted as members of society for the first time in their lives. We know,

and car show from the figures and cost of vocational rehabilitation, that the pro-
tlen of whether & person is dependent or infependent is the Dbiggest problem that &
vigwally impalred verson faces = whether he will go out in the world and get 2 job,
vhether he will be & tsx-paying, self-supporting self-respecting individual is the
blgrest challenge that we hawe. EBduration along the way is nc longer s goal 4n
iteeld, it is °  so important that & child learn to read but ve say to ourselves,
whky doeg the ciild learn to resé - 8o that fer the rest of his life he has a fool
trut hs cen uee. The resource program is an important on®. ITeyond this there

is another kind of program that has developed. The State of Kew Jersey epitomizes
$hin program. They have what we descrite as an itinerary program, they do not
havw a sepregated program, they do not have & resideniial sachocl; they use this
kind of service. Uhey provide education for 161 totally blind chilérea and '
coantlesc scores of partially seeing children with Just 16 itinerary teachers.
Insteand of the children going out for services they dring the services to the
shiidren.

Ye have talked about the segregeted nrogram, the ccoperative urogram, a resource
program in which their 1s total integration, and an itiserary rrogram which ise
also 100% integrotion. '"he reason that I took you through this is becsuse here in
Minnesota we do not see any one of these programs solving our needge No program iwe



Mentally Retarded, Handicmpped and Gifted Fage 71
(hildren - November 18, 1959

ene hvndred percent effective. Az we get fogether with other siates -we dig-
cove? that they easch have their own problems. In Minnesota our program encom=
rezset &1l these programs, £ segregated mchool for the rare child who needs an
inztitutional kind of setting verhaps for a short time, perhaps for a lenger
time, a cooperative program, a resgurce yrogram, and one for itinerant services.
Ve have thils veriety, soms of them hew zrown stronger in the last few years.
The enabling legislation of 1957 went a long way in making this a more realistic
¥ind of zoal for school districts where they have low inetances. ¥e¢ now have 10
communities thei nov educate children in the local ecommoniiy, Chisholm, Coleraine,
Hibbing, Daluth, St. Clovd, Aldert Isa, Yhite Bear Iake, Robbinsdale, St. Paul
snd Mirneapolis. Many of these programs have been there for a long while, sone
of them are brand new. It is a2 lot easier to start out with & new program and
get whgt you went than %0 change some of the old ones - this is yart of my Jobs
Thers is a difference in zy Jod between getting $echbnical informetion and in
eiving information ns to how to use the law %o the advantage of the child and %o
the school district in an appropriate wey. I alone cemnot do all of this works
bat I want to tell you the kinrd of services that I do try to provide with Mre
Geary and ASaistant Cormiesioner Geohrie 1eadership.

In the State we hava a total of 171 children who are legally blind enrolled in
public schools in contrast with 67 chiliren who are legzelly blind enrelled in
our residential echool at Farribeuld, no you can see already that our public
schocl program ig carrying the loed for 2/3 of the total population of school
age children. BFoyond thet we have scores of children who &re merely yartially
seeinz who are alro steying in their own community for the first tima.-in-their
iivez, I wish I bad time todey o go Ain%o some of the kinis of ressarch in the
ares of child grovth and development upen vhich we have tazed this program. We
feal conclusively and as leglslators you agree ac you have shown us the wsy that
the people want their children &t home and from this phiiObophy our program has
stened. ) :

Mr, Tourgeault pointed out that thore wes miaconception in regard to ~legally

blind children, 50% with the right kind of glasses can use lsrge print, some

aven regular print. Of over 12,000 legally diind childrea registered in the
United States this resr simost 50% of thope children have sufficient vision to be &l
%0 ‘uxs. . some kind of printed form for thelr major mode of learaing, Yet very

- ofton a school gete a report from & doctor that & child is legnlly blind, this
child can play tall and ride a ticycle with vroper glasses. this is sowetimes
confusing to the aduinistrator, (aa woll 1t might be), thie is & lack of technical
information, theze 2re the kinds of things our office must interperaic for school
progrene. Another basig misconception is that we have found that there is not .
necessarily a parellel between the extent of a visual loss and the extent of
special gervices that a2 child neede. ®ome children legslly blind sre easier to
instruct, & highly individual kind of progrem. Ve cannot genernlize atout the
needs of children thet cammot see wells There may be one child that has 20200
vision that needs traille, there mey be another child with 20200 vision who you
ghould absolutely leave alone. This must be determined from the school social
worker, from our peychologiet, froam the medical doctor, from edusators treined in
the technical skill ipvolved in teaching children and people who know the child
wello

mjen
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Another point of philosophy that we must continue to ssll, that iz, thag
child 1is betier off in his home and that there must le bompe1¢ing rcasona Pl
Justify moving the child out of hia hors e

¥r, Bourgeault pointed ouf that his Joh involwed meny words, many houra

in trying %o bnild urderstanding atout these miscunceptions into oshonl ndmin=
istratorz and other technical people who beceuse of the low incidence of vimanld
impalrment have not run acroge 1t before. Two hundrsith percsnt of the $otal
population of school age childrea with a visuzl Impairmens o you see many
schools never run acroes it. A consultant has the rerponsitility for thege
kinds of things. We bave to help school districts to understand the need for ia-
formation. 4 sclhool may say, do we have to have & melical report « it is ime
portant beesuse it tell us hov mueh the child sees under what circumstances,
They might eay why do ws need a psycho;ogical repurt = wa can Justiﬁy thiz bud
ve need to help them understand it.

A second point. We have to make muggesiions atboui how to change a program for
& thilds We have the final responsibllity - this lies with ouwr Conunissioner of
Education and we must guard this privilsge and approve every wisunl vlacemend
for every child that 1s registered with our office. Ve hawe to maintain a coa-
tinuous check on the success of the program. Sometinss we get $ha red flag -
this thing 1sn% working out - from our information somotimes we say that this
child even though she is legally blind she cap mee regular sight scrips dub

how come t¢he is geiting thind 4ip her stvdies = there can be six or seven good
reasons why. maybe she has a conditicn where her eyes don't move as fast so thal
-che has & guantitative problsa in resding rather then & qualitsiive problenm.

She is merely getting bshind tecause she cannot read as fagt. These are technicel
kinds of infbrmation but they heve ¢o 1= given to these people. '

Ye provide comsultive service Tor these ten formal prugrame that I Lisied for
you, In these programs we have quelified teachers with the semc kina of toohni=
cal information that I have tut very often they need help in internreting tho
lavw, they need help in educating their school staff end their aéministrablon %o
impiement new kinns of programings Every year thelr is the raspomaibility for
an annual censtis. Ve ars given aprroximately $30.90 ror legally tiind ebild
the Federal government in the way of & credi$ on the account of the imerican
Printing House' for the Blind which is a nor=profit organization dedicated to the
publication and production of large type and braille material for Diind children, For .
géach child listed on the census we have to have the doctors reporty ve have to o
know vhether he reads braille or large types, very iechniscal informe%iom. vhich
responsibility is a new one. Until three years ago She State Dopsriment of
Education were'never privileged to 2pprove  this added support. * This reduces
the sixess cost quite &8 bit, This is a new responeidility the Depariment of
Bducation has taken on and while we try to improve ouwr method af gaihering +he
date it is time consumingo—

 Perhaps the higgest gingle problem that we hava, a problem that is gsrmane
%60 the education of wvisuvally iupaired children whether in 2 public school program
. or & segregated program, the residential school anpd the public schqol has the sams
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vroblem, is booke. (Catalog Yiarge Type Textbooks® from the American Printing

House for the Blind, Louisvilie 6, Xentucky, eand "large Type Riltion Publica-

tions® from Stenwix House, Incorporated, Pittsborgh 4, Penrsylvania.) It should

be interestianz to you to see the exitent of commercislly mermufacturad large type
meterinl available that we need for the periial eecins populetion - two cataloge.
Seme states hawve & very slimple probism with text book distributior becmuse they

haw stendarized text bocks. OLalifernia, for exmmple, simply place an order and

the meterinl they went is auteaatically menufoctured. Ve want you to see here

this morning thet in our cese this is & fremendous and time consurdng problem. Ve
have to rely on the gervices of woluntesre {0 either Traille or type up thie meterisl.

I will talk zboab the desf and hard of nearing for aboul thrze minutes. The
biggest prodlien thet I discovered coming into the State & year and a half ago
and Dbeconing  gusiified a8 a teachsr of the blind whick I was not when I first
came and having teer qualified as a feacher of the desf, 1 hed 2 chance to ook
2t these %twe areag. I saw a lot of confusien in agsnecles and school programs.

1 think some of it comen from the fael owr residential schoole for the blind and
deaf ere in the samy &rea = 1 ap not toggessing you mow these = but = lot of
pecple assumsd that ther had the same kind of educetionsal programs. The educa-~
tien of the deaf iz an entirely sepavete problew from the sduecstion of children
vith visuel igpeirments. [ soy this over and ovwer. I heve to say this or I
woiuld peenm contragistery. On ore hand I e advocmsting the education of children
in their lacal commmities, on the other hand with children with problems ef
hearing I have to turp around and say Jusi the opposite. Yhe only wey to improve
their disability, their lansuage psrformance, 19 to group them feogether and work
with them wish & hishly skillied temcher - the answer &% this time 18 to grouwp
them in one soeob. Sue. on one hand I ap encouraging children with hearing dis-
shilities *hat are severs encugh o warrant this specisl athtention to go to

the residentisl school or to go to one of the day schools which we have in thrse
eommintties, Diiuth, St. Paul and Minnsapolise I thisk that thie is the only
major point T need ko meake sboui the deal and hard ¢f hearing 2t this tine.

MR, CUMNTNGHAW: Wist is the legul defiaition of Plindness? How many are there?

MR. BOURGTAUILs 2C/200. 171 ere xnown and registersd =nd in vublic schools.
76 in the residential scheol &t FsErridault. Service. for the Blind which is &
very sffeciive sgerey in the lepartmert of Yelfare 2se on its rosters betwsern 75
end S0 childven with mulitiple handicaps. Thess children are so handicapped that
thay are not in any kisd of program. Tals is a pretiy tragic things

MR. FEEDILE: Eow dc we compars with tle rest of the nstiony

¥R . BOURGHAUIT2 I would say that we are shead of the rest of the nation. The
state of Californie has T5% of ites S0C legelly Wlind children enrolled in pudlic
schoole with 25% remsining in the residential or sezrogated progrém. In our State
there weuld teoa Mittle over £f3 in the pullic schools sc we have & way to go yeto
¥o haw glsc discoversd from the experience of other states that zindergarfen ex-
varience is very helpful, ther learn t¢ take thelr turn, eie. and s¢ for the firet
time this year not & single kinjdergarien c¢hild visuslly impaired or blind chiléd
was remcved frorw his or her home conmunity for kindergarhen experisnce.
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Mr. Bourgeault points out that kindergarten is 2 promiscuous kind of thing. A
school district does not have to haw them and furthermore vhen they do have
them the curriculum is not controliled. Some eschool districte go into what we
call reading readiness. If a school district does this and if a child ie severely
impaired vieuslly and remained in the kindergarten and that kindergarten goes
into reeding readiness the last few months of the schocl year, then throurh some
of our volunteer groups we have materisl vhich duplicates for the visually im-
palred child the same kind of thinge learned YLy the gighted child from books -
matching 18 an important reading readiness skill, he is tauht to match tectures,
ete, (A sample is shown ¥ Mr. Bourgeault). These are important fundamentsle
before he learne to read. ' '

SENATOR GRI'I"I'NEB Who did you say manufactured these?

MR, BOURGEAULT: XNationally the uinterhoada of the various Jewish Templss have .
accepted the manufancture of this material and they do 1% for us a{ no cost %o
us, Ve have them doing it for us in Minneavolis. ¥e help them reconstruct it
and they simply produce for us, :

SENATOR GRITTRER: In addition to legally blind children, how mary children do
we have listed in the gitate depariment as receiving special stzte azids or en-

rolled in classes vhare we have aid tc she $eachers are visually handicapped?

How many pupils are we paying aid fort

MR. BOURGFAULT: Ip addition to the 10 programe which I cited we heve ne echool
district that le receiving support for reimbursement directly to s teacher. They
havwe no professional instructionzl service availalie to them, The type of ser=
vice vhich the school ile providing for these chiliren vho are individually :
placad in a school Gimtrict is generslly concerned with either reader cervice

or the acquisition of specirl large type or braille materiml. This is rather
sxpensive.

TUNATCR GRITTNIR: We do haw over 1?1 pupils that are being educeted in the
ten communities for vhom aild is paid. Ye haw 171 legally Tlind.

‘MR, BOUHG""AULTS 279 <

SENATOR GRITPNH: Then we have atout 100 more pupils enroelled who fre not
legally bliné but enrolled in these special clacsses.

SENATOR BOIMQUIST: I would like to pursuve the guestion just asked by Senntor
Grittner = igs it correct then that $3.600.00 teacher aid is not received by
any teachers who are engaged in the teacking c¢f visually impalired folks, that
they only receive the regular state aids?

ME. POURGTAULT: I am sorry that I left the group with that nisunderstanding.

In formal registered approved progrems serving a sufficient number of children
to justify hiring & hirshly skilled %eacher, the dietric‘t ie rcce‘aving the =id,

- 6 o=
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SENATOR HOIMQJUI:T: Fovw many dimtricts are sc involved?
MR, BOURGWAULT: 10.

SENATOR HOIMNUIST. They ere receiving 2/3 of the salary of each teacher employed
not ¢to excesd $3.600.00, in addition to the $50.00 capital outlay.

MR. BOURGEAULT: Yes, There are 27 teachers.

SVNATOR GRITTN¥R: Are there any pleces outside the metropolitan areas that have
nore than one class? : c

MA. BOURGEAULT: Xo.

SEHATOR CRITTE¥E: In other words we can say thet in about 7 situntions the 1957
Legislature has provided the impetus for doing for the first fime ¢hat which had
neot proviocusly been done. Glasses are of optimum size and not over orowdsi to

- the point where they need two teachere.

. MR, BOURGFAUAT: May I a2dd that we do {ind that ap suburban and out communities

‘dewlop a resource program apd bring in & specirily skilled teacher then parents
migrate 4o thess centers and very offen after fhe second year we must start talk-
ing to thie gupsrintendent about one and a half teachers or two teachers. This
ie trus of Yhite Rear and it will probably be true of Robbinsdale.

SENATOR GRITTN¥R: 1 think theat. we can’'say alego that from ihe experience of ..

St. Papl, Minneapolis and Duluth that perents of hendicapped children have moved
here over the yeart for the simple resson that "I am not going to have my child stag:-
nate in an ares where there are no special aids® so the whole femily pulls up rcots
and moves to an &rem vhers we hawe thege programa. :

MR . BOURGEAULT: EBExactly. I thinlk this is ovr whole concern for formel inter
district cooperation and the out state areas can have this.

SENATOR GRITTN"R: V¥When you said not arr one of the four different typee of pro=
gramg ares usei in Minnesota exciusively 1 imagine you were tzking into account
the fect that New Jersey is practically 2n uwrban state and that the itinerant
rrogram there would reslly be mnwing from lsrge schocl district to large school
district where in Minnesota - we have just & few blind children zpotied over
eparcely settled aroms we alnoet have %o have this residential center if we are
golng to giw ther the kind of educstion thet they need to have. fThe itinerant
might be more expensive tnan having them at Farilault.

MR. BOURGLAULT: I don't know if I would want to say thic in terms of cost. 1
‘would agree with you that the modetty of the State precludes the total itinerant
gservice. New Jersey is successful in this, because, as you say, the concentra-
tion. DBut, if we were to %alk sbout cost of programing I dontt think that even
“with a fully developed itinary service we would ever exceed the cost percapite
that the residential school seems to need.

-7 -
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SEHATOR GRITPEME: If w¢ wers to get & program of inter-distried cooperztion

sget up in the State and opsrating so that we could board these childiren say 4
nights of the week awey from home and heve then home for Fridey, Saturday and
Sunday. then could we look forward to possible abendomment of Faridault Vieuwslly
Handicapped School. Are we moving iz such & direction thet we are :msking Faribacit
e very high percapite cost, unecomonic type of operation.

MR. BOURGEAUIEE I think we are locking toward g chanpe in the naturs of gservices
provided by thisg residential school. Remember the Y5 through 20 children who are
multiply involved who are not being served anywhere. This might be & center vkich
might develop resources, bring in & paoychistric sociel worker, adequotely well
trained house perents, & highly skilled staff with & diffevent kird of frame work
of reference to do some obaservation on these potients and figure out 4 someihing
can be done for them. This might be the kind of roie the residential school would
eventuclly fall intoe. 1 think the Depariment of ¥Welfare does sse it in this

light and mayde you might vant & representative of that Depariment to spesk to
you about it. :

SENATOR GRITTNRE: Do you kave or can you get for vs the number of studente

vho have been envolled at Faribault in each clase say Tor the last 20 years.

1 &am feeling around for vhat I think would be a rather dramstic drop in nunmbsrs
due to the esteblishment of these additional outstate cantergo I 2n wondering
what the fisure use to bs for Faribauitl.

MR. BOURGEAULT: They have been a8 high ae 130, There bas Ieen ouly 2 drep of
between 20 and 25 etudents, 130 saximom down to 101 popuistion the lLast year. I
need to pocint out one importent thisg here which iz inportant hers; thers has
been an ircresse in the incident of blindmese which iz now controlled tui for
many years run rasmpant throughout tkhe entirs couniry. FPremature babies which
at one time were lost are saved with oxygen therapy. You have prolably heard

- about retroteantal fitroplacis. It wae not until 1951«52 4hat they discovered
the oause of the disease so we have a bulk of these children now betwoen the

lst end éth grade in our schools. This is cne reason why the population of the
residential school has increased.

SENATOR GRITTN"R: Is it safe to say that the Increase in the nupdber of stu-
dents in school in the day core closees henr beén dus to the ineresse in the
nunber of - etulenbs beins sorved wie wers not vreviowsly teing served - there
vere scme who were living at home and vere not educated. I they were not drawvn
off from Faribdgalt then where did they .coms frout ig 4% Just that we are pro-
viding better service t0 moTe DeoPple. :

ME, BOURGRAULT: This is ope part cf i%. Another is this diseass vhich I mep-
tioned. Figures shot up over one, twe and three hundredth percent in almost
every state. New Tork went from 137 blind per year to 167 in one vear becauge
of this disease. Our own Figure somewhat parellels this proporiionsielye

CERATOR HOLMQHiSTs An increage in thefpopulation ie a:nnther factor,

= -8 T
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| SEHATOR HOIMQUIST: You stated thet the enrelluent at Paribault for the resi-
‘dent school was about 101, I have a figure of 67.

MR, BOJRGRAULY: 67 are leogally ullnd. Some of their population is partially
gaainge ' . .

SENATOR ﬁO;&QpIST: in Minnespolia, Duluth and St. Penl we have programs for
the deaf and havd of hesxing. are thoze programs completeldy segregatedf

M. BOURCEAULT: In Minneapolis they have 3 combined program. Oncs egain no
one kind of progresm fills the need for ail children bzeause of the severity and
- nature of the dieability. Minnenpolis has a program which iz segregated of nezd
and necessliitye beoause of the lanpurge difficulty for the deaf chilirzen. In addi-
fion they hawve & progrem which ig partielly integrated for children vho have a
moderate hearing impairment. This year for the first time al our encouragement
. they have #d3ed an itinarant service for minimunly invelved hard of hesring siu-
dents who can siay in their own clase and merely be t&ken oat for 1lip reading
ingtruction oms or twice & week. % Paul has not moved tw this level of
sophistication Iin their programing., They are entlrely segrsgated at thie time,
glithough within the puilding theprs ars othser classes of normal hearing children
nd they do occasionally have experisncss with normal hearing children. Duluth
hee & very intrieste combined Trogram and inzludes retarfed chilirern whieh is a
rasl rare thivz. These chiliren ghubile ook and forth between various kinds of
PrOSYEEE

SERATOR HOIMIUIST: WYhat 12 ¢he vowmcdation at Faribault for the desf and hard
of hearing?

Ear

ME. EOURGEAULT: I will mive you & round nimber - Z€0..
MR, FIFDIN: Do you know ihe reascn thal St. Paul lage behind Minneavolis?

¥R OFARY: I think that pregrawms need overall direction, supervisisn and co=
ordination and this wiybe part of the problem. I thizk too that 5t. Pauwl has
had finevneisl yroblews that are unlgue to 5%. Paul and the nesd that they
neve for perheps & Dirachor of fpscial Fduswtiorn or Consultent in Special Eiuca~
Tion ie expressed Lin vhen we gay thelr is & lag. 1 think it is zelated to the
Fipancial problem.

SENATOR GRITTHER: FisﬁoricaL v there are inter-personnsl PTleGMﬁ (-9

HR. GEARY: That is vighte I% iv & very 4ifficult problem for us to cqpe
W.it.no : h . ' o -

SENATOR HOMMQUIST: The only place that I will take ieeus is - the financial
provier is not unigue to St. Pauld.
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MR. GEARY: We have a wonderful law here = the lew hae potentialc. A potential
cen only be tapped when there is intensive sffort and this is what ve don't have
at the Homent. We have eaid time and time again that speciel education is not
apart from but an important part of the total educsation program. Anything that
is done in-special educatior haes & positive affect on total school program.

I don®t think we are puehing bard for something that is special, it is important
to the whole educetional program. We have a difficult preblem here with lack of
leadership. ' ' '

SENATOR HOIMQIIST: The State Department of Edwcation has had the opportunity now
to overate for a number of years under the new law that we pessed, with your ex-
perience do you have any recommendations for this cormittes as far ag changee in .
the law, do you have any recommendations for new statutes that should be passed
to further faclilitate this progrant

MR. GEARY: 1 think that anything thzt any of our fellows are saying is not to
got up and tell what his Job it and problems in it: but it is to point to ons
thing and that is that we have a need for soms inter=disirict cooperstiion
throughout the State. W¥We are here to point cut $hat there are certain things
we are able to do, but there a2re certzin things we cannot do becmuse wo do not
have some type of inter-district, formzlized inter-disirict =

'SENATOR EOIMQUIST: ve do have that, we passed & law in the lust session which
makes it poesible for districts to cooperate wunder the handicepped program.

MR, GEARY: Districtse can cooperate let us sey in developing clase in one distriet
and then sending & pupll to that one district, but I am surs that Just as we ere
talking about a suvervieor in spedal education in 5¢. Paul that we need this per-
son on 8 broad inter-district basic and unless there iz a mesns of doing this,
meking it possidle between dietricts, we won't get this leadsrship out in the
State thot will bring the refined kind of program that is possitls. This isg what
ve are saying when we tnlk about the need for inter-district cooperstion. This
demonstration project that we talk about and request that it bs put into a statute
so that we can have a demonsiration, this is to z2llow, for instepce yesterdsy we
met with 15 superintendents down in Fillmore and Houston Counties in their athletie
district and we went over our new menual so that wve could get their sugrestions
and criticisms bafore we took this manunl to the State Board. Ve are doing this
vith every Superintendent in the State through his athletie dletrict. If there

wag & director or supervisor ¢f specisl educatioh within this setting, whether it
is the athletic district or what it is, we have to find out, then program develop-
ment, refinement a=nd services to children betomes as realisiic out in the State as .
1% is in the metropolitan areas.

SENATOR HOIMQUIST: Then we can properly conclude from ,our tesiimony that what
the State Department neede¢ is additional personnel sc that they cen supervise
out there or do you vant supervidors hired by these athletle districts?

MR, GEARY: 1 don't know 1f it is the athletic districts? We would like to ses
them become local supervisors on a btroad inter~disfrict basie out in the State.

SENATOR HOLMOUIST: We have 32 athletic districts in Minnesoia « is it your

recommendantion that we encourage inter-=district ocooperation so that there are
32 specialized supervisors - would that .ba the ideal situation?






