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10 CALL FOR ELIMINATION OF NEWSLETTER

'Of the 50 "Rag" questionnaires
returned,lOrespondents felt
the newsletter shouid be elimi­
nated.completely, while others

.preferred various changes to
r'~uceproduction cost.

•The most frequently cited changes
Were "reduced size to four pages",
"mimeograph", and "eliminate photo­
graphs". Eight of the ten question­
naires calling for the elimination
of the "Rag" were returned, paper
clipped together, none were answered
in full.

The other two respondents commented
that, "The averse innuendo in this
issue, makes it truly a RAG", and
"most of it is not that interesting."

Of "likes" sighted were "verbal
fist fights among the ladies in
the pages", "the issue's getting
racier", "the total publication",
"client success stories", "hap­
penings with ENHSA, In-Basket",
sports, around ENHSA, information
about other offices and programs,
political actions and interactions,
the calendar, the newsletter, name,
and letters to the editor.

Negative letters from staff members
was the most frequently cited "dislike".

Two persons expressed their dislike
of the editors smart comments; while
one called for more critical commentary.

The majority of respondents felt the
newsletters fosters communication
among employees and liked the format.

Many persons felt less space should be
devoted to opinion and more to client
and programmatic stories.

A change in format would not make a
difference in most respondent's
reading habits, although fold-outs
would make it more readable for one.

Another would read the "Rag" more if
it had more words per page.

Although eliminate photograph was
one of the three most frequently
cited items to cut production
costs, others made positive re­
marks about photography with some
persons calling for more.

Three persons said they would con­
sider paying a small subscription
fee; one of whom said $.05 a copy.

RAGS BUDGET CUT OVER TWO-THIRDS

"The ENHSA 72nd Street Rag's" new
look will cost approximately $60
per issue in comparison to $400
previously.

Mary Porto, former editor, said
costs are being reduced by having
copy typed in-house rather than
set by the printer, reducing the
number of pages by one-half to
four per issue and eliminating the
photos.

She explained that pages will be
delivered photo ready to the printer
and the headlines will not be set.

Earlier issues were posted up by the
printer and all headlines were set.

Porto said that the in-basket section
of the Rag will be mimeographed and
circulated in-house rather than
printed and mailed to the public.

The newsletter name has also been
changed to the ENHSA ENSIGHT to
comply with a special request
from Brian Lensink, Execu~ive

Director.



BEATRICE POPULATION REDUCTION RESULTS IN INCREASE FOR COMMUNITY-Bl,.SED PROGRAMS

With the reduction in population at
the Beatrice State Home there
will be an increase in the number
of persons cared for in community­
based programs.

The out-of-court settlement in the
Beatrice State Home Case filed re­
cently in Federal District Court
calls for a reduction in the home's
population from 1,000 to 250 over
three years will also be set up.

A five member panel will prepare a
plan of care for the retarded in
Nebraska.

Pending since September, 1972
proceedings began Monday July 21 in
the class action suit.

As a community-based program infor­
mation regarding ENCOR was reopened
(see July's issue of the Rag).

The 21 page agreement, signed on
behalf of the State by Governor
J.J. Exon and Attorney Gene Paul
Douglas, must be approved by
Federal Judge Albert G. Schatz.

A public hearing on the settle­
ment will be held sometime during
the first week of September, ac­
cording to Mary Slaughter, Coordi­
nator of Children's Guidance
Services (ENCOR).

The agreement stipulates that no
persons will be admitted to Beatrice
unless regional retardation officials
say no services are available locally.

Some other points of the agreement:

-Mentally retarded persons have
federal constitutional rights to
treatment on an individualized
basis in the least restrictive
setting, based on their needs and
abilities.

-Discipline. denial of privileges or
exclusion from programming shall not

be done unless a person is pro­
vided due process rights and unless
such actions can be shown to be
therapeutic.

-All mentally retarded who perform
work shall be paid at rates set for
such work by federal regulations.

-All institutionalized persons who
can appropriately be cared for in
community-based programs "shall be
transferred to such programs as ex­
peditiously as possible" Such trans­
fer depends on their needs and
availability of programs.

-Budgets requests from the governor's
office shall reflect terms of the
agreeement, including expanded
community-based facilities. No dol­
lar amount was mentioned.

-Joint evaluation teams shall evaluate
each institutionalized retarded per­
son to determine the appropriateness
of his placement, and if and when he
should be discharged to community
facilities.

-A five member Nebraska Mental Re­
tardation Panel reflecting all
parties to the lawsuit, will be
formed to submit a plan to the
governor including standards for
retardation facilities. a survey of
existing programs and suggestions
for increasing existing community
program.

-The panel will establish a seven­
member Consumer Advisory Board that
will work on goals and other plans
for the retarded. The panel is to
have its plan to the governor with­
in 5 1/2 months.

-If Exon rejects or wants to modify
the plan, he has to provide written
reasons. The federal court shall
settle any differences.


