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DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES SERVICES 
AND FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION ACT 

P u b l i c Law 91-517 

President Nixon signed i n t o law the Developmental D i s a b i l i t i e s Services 
and F a c i l i t i e s C onstruction Amendments of 1970 on F r i d a y , October 30, 1970. 
This new l e g i s l a t i o n s i g n i f i c a n t l y expands the scope and purposes of the 
Mental Retardation F a c i l i t i e s Construction Act of 1963, as amended, and marks 
a new phase i n the Federal Government's e f f o r t s to provide a b e t t e r l i f e f o r 
a l l mentally retarded and other developmentally d i s a b l e d c i t i z e n s . I t i s 
designed to provide the st a t e s w i t h broad r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r planning and 
implementing a comprehensive program of se r v i c e s and to o f f e r l o c a l communi­
t i e s a strong voice i n determining needs, e s t a b l i s h i n g p r i o r i t i e s and 
developing a system f o r d e l i v e r i n g s e r v i c e s . 

T i t l e I of P.L. 91-517 replaces e x i s t i n g a u t h o r i t y (Part C, T i t l e I , 
P.L. 88-164) to a i d i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of community f a c i l i t i e s f o r the 
mentally retarded w i t h a combined formula and p r o j e c t grant program covering 
both c o n s t r u c t i o n of f a c i l i t i e s and the p r o v i s i o n of s e r v i c e s to persons 
w i t h developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s . The scope of the present program i s 
broadened to include not only the mentally retarded but a l s o persons s u f f e r ­
ing from other serious developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s o r i g i n a t i n g i n childhood 
i n c l u d i n g c e r e b r a l p a l s y , e p i l e p s y and other n e u r o l o g i c a l handicapping 
c o n d i t i o n s . I t i s estimated that 8.7 m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n and ad u l t s - or 
1/24 of the nation's population - s u f f e r from developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s . 
Of t h i s number, approximately s i x m i l l i o n are mentally retarded, one 
m i l l i o n are e p i l e p t i c s , 700,000 s u f f e r from c e r e b r a l palsy and one m i l l i o n 
from other n e u r o l o g i c a l handicaps o r i g i n a t i n g i n childhood (other than 
blindness and deafness). In the case of serious developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s , 
i t i s q u i t e common f o r an i n d i v i d u a l to be a f f l i c t e d w i t h two or more 
overlapping c o n d i t i o n s . In general, the more serious the d i s a b i l i t y , the 
more l i k e l y that the i n d i v i d u a l w i l l be m u l t i p l y handicapped. 

The new l e g i s l a t i o n a l s o extends the present a u t h o r i t y to construct 
u n i v e r s i t y - a f f i l i a t e d f a c i l i t i e s f o r the mentally retarded (Part B, T i t l e 
I , P.L. 88-164) through June 30, 1973, and authorizes a new p r o j e c t grant 
program to cover the costs of ad m i n i s t e r i n g and operating demonstration 
f a c i l i t i e s and i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y t r a i n i n g programs i n such f a c i l i t i e s 
( T i t l e I I , P.L. 91-517). 



MAJOR PROVISIONS 

Grants to the States f o r Planning, A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , Services and Con­
s t r u c t i o n of F a c i l i t i e s 

E x i s t i n g a u t h o r i t y to construct community mental r e t a r d a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s 
i s replaced by a broad new f e d e r a l - s t a t e g r a n t - i n - a i d program to a s s i s t the 
s t a t e s i n developing and implementing a comprehensive plan f o r meeting the 
needs of persons w i t h developmental d i s a b i l i t i e s . States may use these 
funds to construct f a c i l i t i e s , provide s e r v i c e s , support s t a t e and l o c a l 
p lanning, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e , t r a i n s p e c i a l i z e d 
personnel and develop and demonstrate new s e r v i c e techniques. 

$60 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i s authorized to be appropriated f o r t h i s program 
i n f i s c a l year 1971, $105 m i l l i o n i n FY 1972, and $130 m i l l i o n i n FY 1973. 

State Allotments 

State allotments under the program w i l l be c a l c u l a t e d on the basis of 
p o p u l a t i o n , need f o r s e r v i c e s and f i n a n c i a l need of the s t a t e . However, 
each st a t e w i l l receive a minimum of $100,000 per year. 

A f t e r FY 1971, the minimum state allotment w i l l be increased when the 
l e v e l of annual app r o p r i a t i o n s r i s e s above the a u t h o r i z a t i o n l e v e l f o r 
FY 1971. The percentage increase i n the minimum allotment w i l l be i d e n t i c a l 
to the percent by which the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s i n that f i s c a l year exceeds the 
FY 1971 a u t h o r i z a t i o n l e v e l . 

In determining a s t a t e ' s need f o r s e r v i c e s the Secretary of HEW i s 
authorized to take i n t o account the scope and extent of s e r v i c e s s p e c i f i e d 
i n the s t a t e p l a n . Funds a l l o t t e d to a s t a t e which are not used may be 
r e a l l o t t e d to another s t a t e by the Secretary i n accordance w i t h a s p e c i f i e d 
formula. 

Funds a l l o c a t e d to a s t a t e f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n remain a v a i l a b l e f o r two 
f i s c a l years. However, i f a s t a t e ' s plan c a l l s f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of a 
p a r t i c u l a r f a c i l i t y and the f e d e r a l share of the costs w i l l exceed the 
s t a t e ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n allotment f o r that f i s c a l year, the funds may remain 
a v a i l a b l e f o r a t o t a l of three f i s c a l years. This p r o v i s i o n w i l l a l l o w a 
s t a t e w i t h low annual c o n s t r u c t i o n allotments to pool i t s allotments f o r 
three years i n order to obtain funds f o r a s i n g l e c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t . 

A s t a t e may apportion grant funds among two or more s t a t e agencies i n 
accordance w i t h each agency's r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r c a r r y i n g out the s t a t e 
p l a n . In many states more than one s t a t e agency plays a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e 
i n d e l i v e r i n g a comprehensive array of s e r v i c e s to the mentally retarded 
and other developmentally d i s a b l e d persons. The purpose of t h i s p r o v i s i o n 
i s to permit each state to t a i l o r i t s s t a t e plan to most e f f i c i e n t l y carry 
out the purposes of the program. 


