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DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES SERVICES
AND FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION ACT
Public Law 91-517

President Nixon signed into law the Developmental Disabilities Services
and Facilities Construction Amendments of 1970 on Friday, October 30, 1970.
This new legislation significantly expands the scope and purposes of the
Mental Retardation Facilities Construction Act of 1963, as amended, and marks
a new phase in the Federal Government's efforts to provide a better life for
all mentally retarded and other developmentally disabled citizens. It is
designed to provide the states with broad responsibility for planning and
implementing a comprehensive program of services and to offer local communi-
ties a strong voice in determining needs, establishing priorities and
developing a system for delivering services.

Title I of P.L. 91-517 replaces existing authority (Part C, Title I,
P.L. 88-164) to aid in the construction of community facilities for the
mentally retarded with a combined formula and project grant program covering
both construction of facilities and the provision of services to persons
with developmental disabilities. The scope of the present program is
broadened to include not only the mentally retarded but also persons suffer-
ing from other serious developmental disabilities originating in childhood
including cerebral palsy, epilepsy and other neurological handicapping
conditions. It is estimated that 8.7 million children and adults - or
1/24 of the nation's population - suffer from developmental disabilities.
Of this number, approximately six million are mentally retarded, one
million are epileptics, 700,000 suffer from cerebral palsy and one million
from other neurological handicaps originating in childhood (other than
blindness and deafness). 1In the case of serious developmental disabilities,
it is quite common for an individual to be afflicted with two or more
overlapping conditions. In general, the more serious the disability, the
more likely that the individual will be multiply handicapped.

The new legislation also extends the present authority to construct
university-affiliated facilities for the mentally retarded (Part B, Title
I, P.L. 88-164) through June 30, 1973, and authorizes a new project grant
program to cover the costs of administering and operating demonstration
facilities and interdisciplinary training programs in such facilities
(Title IL, P.L. 91=517).







