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Preparation of Professional Personnel in the Education of the Mentally Retarded
Fiscal Year 1969 (P. L. 85-926 (As Amended)

In 1958, Public Law 85-926 authorized an appropriation of $1 million
per year for the preparation of professional persomnel in the education of
the mentally retarded. This legislation was directed at preparing college
and university personnel to staff then=existing programs, and much needed
new programs for preparing personnel to work with the handicapped in State
and local school systems. Between academic years 1959-60 and 1963-64, 692%*
graduate fellowships were granted to 484 individuals. The majority of these
individuals became college and university professors while others became State
and local special education leadership personnel., A recent survey made of
the fellowship recipients indicated that approximately 757 of all programs in
mental retardation at colleges and universities are directed or coordinated
by these individuals.

On October 31, 1963, P. L. 88~164 was signed into law. Section 301 of
this act amended P, L. 85=926 to: (1) expand the program to include not
just the area of mental retardation, but also the areas of the visually
handicapped, deaf, crippled and other health impaired, speech and hearing
impaired, and the emotionally disturbed; (2) allow for the preparation of
teachers and other specialists in addition to leadership personnel at the
graduate level; (3) extension downward into the senior year undergraduate
levels; and (4) increase the monies authorized for these purposes. Between
the years 1958 to 1968 approximately 23,000 fellowships and traineeships
have been awarded to individuals preparing to work with mentally handicapped
children, This includes both short term and full academic year awards.

Public Law 85-926 was further amended with the passage of Public Law
89-105 and 90-170, These amendments expanded and extended the program through
fiscal year 1970, authorizing appropriations of $29.5 for fiscal year 1967;
$34 million for fiscal year 1968; $37.5 million for fiscal year 1969; and
$55 million for fiscal year 1970. These funds have been, and will be, used
as stipends for students as well as to assist colleges, universities, and
State education agencies with the cost of instruction.
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