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Preparation of P r o f e s s i o n a l Personnel i n the Education of the M e n t a l l y Retarded 

F i s c a l Year 1969 (P. L. 85-926 (As Amended) 

In 1958, P u b l i c Law 85-926 authorized an a p p r o p r i a t i o n of $1 m i l l i o n 
per year f o r the p r e p a r a t i o n of p r o f e s s i o n a l personnel i n the education of 
the mentally retarded. This l e g i s l a t i o n was d i r e c t e d at preparing c o l l e g e 
and u n i v e r s i t y personnel to s t a f f t h e n - e x i s t i n g programs, and much needed 
new programs f o r preparing personnel to work w i t h the handicapped i n State 
and l o c a l school systems. Between academic years 1959-60 and 1963-64, 692* 
graduate f e l l o w s h i p s were granted to 484 i n d i v i d u a l s . The m a j o r i t y of these 
i n d i v i d u a l s became c o l l e g e and u n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r s while others became State 
and l o c a l s p e c i a l education leadership personnel, A recent survey made of 
the f e l l o w s h i p r e c i p i e n t s i n d i c a t e d that approximately 75%, of a l l programs i n 
mental r e t a r d a t i o n at c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s are d i r e c t e d or coordinated 
by these i n d i v i d u a l s . 

On October 31, 1963, P. L. 88-164 was signed i n t o law. Section 301 of 
t h i s act amended P. L. 85-926 t o : (1) expand the program to incl u d e not 
j u s t the area of mental r e t a r d a t i o n , but a l s o the areas of the v i s u a l l y 
handicapped, deaf, c r i p p l e d and other h e a l t h impaired, speech and hearing 
impaired, and the emotionally d i s t u r b e d ; (2) a l l o w f o r the p r e p a r a t i o n of 
teachers and other s p e c i a l i s t s i n a d d i t i o n to leadership personnel at the 
graduate l e v e l ; (3) extension downward i n t o the senior year undergraduate 
l e v e l s ; and (4) increase the monies authorized f o r these purposes. Between 
the years 1958 to 1968 approximately 23,000 f e l l o w s h i p s and t r a i n e e s h i p s 
have been awarded to i n d i v i d u a l s preparing to work w i t h mentally handicapped 
c h i l d r e n . T h i s i n c l u d e s both short term and f u l l academic year awards. 

P u b l i c Law 85-926 was f u r t h e r amended w i t h the passage of P u b l i c Law 
89-105 and 90-170. These amendments expanded and extended the program through 
f i s c a l year 1970, a u t h o r i z i n g a p p r o p r i a t i o n s of $29.5 f o r f i s c a l year 1967; 
$34 m i l l i o n f o r f i s c a l year 1968; $37.5 m i l l i o n f o r f i s c a l year 1969; and 
$55 m i l l i o n f o r f i s c a l year 1970. These funds have been, and w i l l be, used 
as stipends f o r students as w e l l as to a s s i s t c o l l e g e s , u n i v e r s i t i e s , and 
State education agencies w i t h the cost of i n s t r u c t i o n . 
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The number of i n d i v i d u a l s being t r a i n e d f o r work i n mental r e t a r d a t i o n 
f i e l d s under t h i s grant program i s s i g n i f i c a n t . The improvement and expansion 
of the many t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g programs i n mental r e t a r d a t i o n throughout the 
Nation -- r e s u l t i n g d i r e c t l y and i n d i r e c t l y from the grant program — i n the 
long - run w i l l be of even greater s i g n i f i c a n c e . Evidence suggests that the 
support grants which accompany t r a i n e e s h i p s and f e l l o w s h i p s have enabled a 
great many of the c u r r e n t l y p a r t i c i p a t i n g c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s to add 
s t a f f , expand the course o f f e r i n g s and b e t t e r supervise the observation and 
student teaching experiences of the students. The t o t a l number of students 
b e n e f i t i n g from these program improvements at the various c o l l e g e s and 
u n i v e r s i t i e s w i l l , i n most in s t a n c e s , f a r exceed the number of students who 
are on a f e l l o w s h i p or t r a i n e e s h i p . 

I t i s r e a d i l y apparent that P. L. 85-926 (as amended) has enabled a 
great number of c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s to develop and/or expand t h e i r 
t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g programs i n mental r e t a r d a t i o n . A current a n a l y s i s of the 
more than 220 i n s t i t u t i o n s requesting funds i n the area of mental r e t a r d a t i o n 
i n d i c a t e s that more than 150 of them have on t h e i r f a c u l t i e s former f e l l o w s 
who r e c e i v e d t r a i n i n g under P u b l i c Law 85-926 (as amended). 

I t w i l l be a number of years before there w i l l be a great r e d u c t i o n i n 
the gap between the number of t r a i n e d teachers and " l e a d e r s h i p personnel" needed 
i n the area of mental r e t a r d a t i o n and the number a v a i l a b l e . However, P u b l i c 
Law 85-926 — p r i o r to and since the amendments by S e c t i o n 301 of P u b l i c Law 
88-164 — has provided the necessary beginning i n the e f f o r t to c l o s e t h i s gap. 


