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SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAMS
in the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Introduction

The basic purpose of the social security program is to provide cash benefits
to replace, in part, earnings that are lost to individuals and families when
earnings stop or are reduced because the worker retires, dies, or becomes
disabled, and to provide health insurance protection to persons 65 and over.
The program is contributory, it is self-supporting, benefits are wage-related,
and entitlement to benefits is an earned right.

In 1935, when the original social security law was passed, the program was to
have provided only retirement benefits to aged workers. 1In 1939, benefits for
dependents and survivors were added and benefits became payable in 1940. Pro-
tection against long-term total disability -- not only for disabled workers,
but also for adult sons or daughters (who became disabled before age 18) of
disabled, retired, or deceased workers--was provided by the 1956 amendments.
In 1965, health insurance benefits for the aged were added. The 1967 amend-
ments provided benefits for disabled widows and widowers age 50 and over.

Mental deficiency is a major factor in more than 65 percent of cases involving
dependents or survivors who have been continuously disabled since childhood.
It is the primary diagnosis in about half of all childhood disability cases.
In fiscal year 1970, an estimated 168,000 mentally retarded adults disabled

in childhood and 8,000 mentally retarded workers received $156 million.

The number of mentally retarded children under age 18 who receive payments as
dependents of retired, disabled, or deceased workers is unknown, since their
benefits are payable regardless of disability.

Under social security's '"Childhood Disability" provisions, lifetime monthly
payments can be made to a person age 18 or over who has been disabled by
mental retardation--or other impairments--since childhood. 1In many cases,
the monthly benefits enable the retarded childhood disability beneficiary to
be cared for at home instead of in an institution. Furthermore, as more and
more retarded people outlive their parents, the program offers reassurance to
fathers and mothers who know that financial help for their disabled child
will be forthcoming even after their death. (About half of the childhood
disability beneficiaries are over 35 and 25 percent of them are over 45).

If the parents are dead, a relative who has demonstrated a continuing
interest in the beneficiary's welfare, a welfare agency, a state institution,
or a legal guardian may be chosen as representative payee to handle the
benefit funds and plan for using them in behalf of the beneficiary. A
representative payee receives social security benefits in trust for the
beneficiary and, as a trustee, is held accountable for the way in which he
uses the benefits.






