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SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAMS 
i n the 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

The b a s i c purpose of the s o c i a l s e c u r i t y program i s t o p r o v i d e cash b e n e f i t s 
to r e p l a c e , i n p a r t , e a r n i n g s t h a t a r e l o s t t o i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s when 
e a r n i n g s s t o p o r are reduced because the worker r e t i r e s , d i e s , or becomes 
d i s a b l e d , and t o p r o v i d e h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e p r o t e c t i o n t o p e r s o n s 65 and o v e r . 
The program i s c o n t r i b u t o r y , i t i s s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g , b e n e f i t s a r e w a g e - r e l a t e d , 
and e n t i t l e m e n t t o b e n e f i t s i s an earned r i g h t . 

I n 1935, when th e o r i g i n a l s o c i a l s e c u r i t y law was p a s s e d , the program was t o 
have p r o v i d e d o n l y r e t i r e m e n t b e n e f i t s t o aged w o r k e r s . I n 1939, b e n e f i t s f o r 
dependents and s u r v i v o r s were added and b e n e f i t s became p a y a b l e i n 1940. P r o ­
t e c t i o n a g a i n s t l o n g - t e r m t o t a l d i s a b i l i t y -- not o n l y f o r d i s a b l e d w o r k e r s , 
but a l s o f o r a d u l t sons or d a u g h t e r s (who became d i s a b l e d b e f o r e age 18) of 
d i s a b l e d , r e t i r e d , or deceased workers--was p r o v i d e d by the 1956 amendments. 
In 1965, h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e b e n e f i t s f o r the aged were added. The 1967 amend­
ments p r o v i d e d b e n e f i t s f o r d i s a b l e d widows and widowers age 50 and o v e r . 

M e n t a l d e f i c i e n c y i s a major f a c t o r i n more than 65 p e r c e n t of cases i n v o l v i n g 
dependents or s u r v i v o r s who have been c o n t i n u o u s l y d i s a b l e d s i n c e c h i l d h o o d . 
I t i s the p r i m a r y d i a g n o s i s i n about h a l f of a l l c h i l d h o o d d i s a b i l i t y c a s e s . 
I n f i s c a l y e a r 1970, an e s t i m a t e d 168,000 m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d a d u l t s d i s a b l e d 
i n c h i l d h o o d and 8,000 m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d w o r k e r s r e c e i v e d $156 m i l l i o n . 

The number of m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d c h i l d r e n under age 18 who r e c e i v e payments as 
dependents o f r e t i r e d , d i s a b l e d , o r deceased w o r k e r s i s unknown, s i n c e t h e i r 
b e n e f i t s are p a y a b l e r e g a r d l e s s of d i s a b i l i t y . 

Under s o c i a l s e c u r i t y ' s " C h i l d h o o d D i s a b i l i t y " p r o v i s i o n s , l i f e t i m e m onthly 
payments can be made t o a p e r s o n age 18 o r o ver who has been d i s a b l e d by 
m e n t a l r e t a r d a t i o n - - o r o t h e r i m p a i r m e n t s - - s i n c e c h i l d h o o d . I n many c a s e s , 
the m onthly b e n e f i t s e n a b l e the r e t a r d e d c h i l d h o o d d i s a b i l i t y b e n e f i c i a r y t o 
be c a r e d f o r a t home i n s t e a d of i n an i n s t i t u t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , as more and 
more r e t a r d e d p e o p l e o u t l i v e t h e i r p a r e n t s , the program o f f e r s r e a s s u r a n c e t o 
f a t h e r s and mothers who know t h a t f i n a n c i a l h e l p f o r t h e i r d i s a b l e d c h i l d 
w i l l be f o r t h c o m i n g even a f t e r t h e i r d e a t h . (About h a l f of the c h i l d h o o d 
d i s a b i l i t y b e n e f i c i a r i e s a r e o ver 35 and 25 p e r c e n t of them a r e over 4 5 ) . 

I f the p a r e n t s a r e dead, a r e l a t i v e who has demonstrated a c o n t i n u i n g 
i n t e r e s t i n the b e n e f i c i a r y ' s w e l f a r e , a w e l f a r e agency, a s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n , 
or a l e g a l g u a r d i a n may be chosen as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e payee t o h a n d l e the 
b e n e f i t funds and p l a n f o r u s i n g them i n b e h a l f of the b e n e f i c i a r y . A 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e payee r e c e i v e s s o c i a l s e c u r i t y b e n e f i t s i n t r u s t f o r the 
b e n e f i c i a r y and, as a t r u s t e e , i s h e l d a c c o u n t a b l e f o r the way i n w h i c h he 
uses the b e n e f i t s . 



D u r i n g 1970, the S o c i a l S e c u r i t y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n launched a new program 
i n s t i t u t i n g b i e n n i a l o n - s i t e r e v i e w s i n S t a t e m ental h o s p i t a l s and s c h o o l s 
f o r t h e r e t a r d e d . 

The program f o c u s i s an i n - d e p t h e x a m i n a t i o n o f the way i n w h i c h t h e s e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e managing s o c i a l s e c u r i t y b e n e f i t s on b e h a l f of p a t i e n t s 
who r e c e i v e t h e i r checks t h r o u g h an i n s t i t u t i o n a l o f f i c i a l s e r v i n g as 
" r e p r e s e n t a t i v e payee." The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d "Somebody C a r e s " 
d e s c r i b e s the program. 


