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EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN STATE-OPERATED OR 
SUPPORTED SCHOOLS - A PROGRESS REPORT - FISCAL YEAR 1968 

T h i s i s s u e of "Programs f o r t h e H a n d i c a p p e d " w i l l r e v i e w an i m p o r t a n t 
program w h i c h p r o v i d e s s u p p o r t t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e e d u c a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e s 
of h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n and y o u t h a t t e n d i n g S t a t e - o p e r a t e d o r s u p p o r t e d 
s c h o o l s . Funds f o r t h i s program a r e a u t h o r i z e d under P u b l i c Law 89-313. 
T h i s l a w was e n a c t e d i n 1965 as an amendment t o T i t l e I of t h e E l e m e n t a r y 
and Secondary E d u c a t i o n A c t . 

Background of Program Development 

The p r o v i s i o n o f an adequate e d u c a t i o n a l program f o r c h i l d r e n and 
y o u t h p r e s e n t s an i n c r e a s i n g c h a l l e n g e t o cur s o c i e t y . T h i s c h a l l e n g e 
i s g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d when th e c h i l d r e n s e r v e d have s p e c i a l problems 
because of m e n t a l r e t a r d a t i o n , e m o t i o n a l d i s t u r b a n c e , v i s u a l l i m i t a t i o n s , 
h e a r i n g i m p a i r m e n t s , speech d e f e c t s , and c r i p p l i n g i l l n e s s o r o t h e r 
h e a l t h p r o b l e m s . C o n g r e s s , t o cope w i t h t h i s p r o b l e m , i n 1965 e n a c t e d 
P u b l i c Law 89-313. T h i s law p r o v i d e d f o r F e d e r a l funds t o be a l l o c a t e d 
t o S t a t e a g e n c i e s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the e d u c a t i o n o f h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n . 
The l e g i s l a t i o n p r o v i d e d f o r an a u t h o r i z a t i o n o f : $15.9 m i l l i o n i n b e h a l f 
o f 65,000 c h i l d r e n i n F i s c a l Year 1966; $15.1 m i l l i o n f o r 83,000 c h i l d r e n 
F i s c a l Y e ar 1967; and $24.7 m i l l i o n f o r 87,000 c h i l d r e n i n F i s c a l Y e ar 
1968. F o r F i s c a l Year 1969 Congress a p p r o p r i a t e d $29.7 m i l l i o n f o r 
100,000 c h i l d r e n . 

What the Program Does 

The p r o v i s i o n s o f t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n p e r m i t the v e r s a t i l e 
development and e x p a n s i o n o f many e d u c a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s . There are 
few r e s t r i c t i o n s upon t h e u t i l i z a t i o n o f t h e s e f u n d s . E x p e n d i t u r e s 
may c o v e r s e r v i c e s r a n g i n g from s a l a r i e s , t r a v e l , p u r c h a s e of 
equipment, and i n s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g o f s t a f f , t o r e n t a l of o f f i c e space, 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , p r i n t i n g , and u t i l i t i e s , i f t h e y a r e n e c e s s a r y f o r 
c a r r y i n g out a p p r o v a b l e p r o j e c t s . Remodeling and c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
p u b l i c f a c i l i t i e s may be approved when j u s t i f i e d i n o r d e r t o a s s u r e 
the s u c c e s s o f a p r o j e c t . The c e n t r a l theme o f the program i s t o 
e x t e n d and improve d i r e c t e d u c a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s t o h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n . 

F l e x i b i l i t y i n use of funds has s t i m u l a t e d the t h i n k i n g o f s p e c i a l 
e d u c a t o r s t o d e v e l o p a number o f i n n o v a t i v e and c r e a t i v e programs. A 
l e v e l o f q u a l i t y c o n t r o l i s p r o v i d e d i n the law by r e q u i r i n g t h a t 



(a) each p r o j e c t s y s t e m a t i c a l l y e v a l u a t e the impact of the s e r v i c e s 
of the h andicapped c h i l d r e n i n v o l v e d ; and (b) t h a t p r o j e c t s must be 
of s u f f i c i e n t s i z e , scope, and q u a l i t y t o g i v e r e a s o n a b l e p r o m i s e of 
s u b s t a n t i a l p r o g r e s s . Thus, p r o j e c t p l a n n e r s must f o c u s the P.L. 
89-313 r e s o u r c e s on manageable numbers o f c h i l d r e n and on t h e i r most 
b a s i c needs. P r o j e c t a p p l i c a n t s must c e r t i f y t h a t the F e d e r a l funds 
w i l l be used t o supplement and not s u p p l a n t S t a t e e f f o r t s , and t h a t 
they w i l l i n f a c t m a i n t a i n t h e i r own f i s c a l e f f o r t s i n b e h a l f of the 
h a n d i c a p p e d . 

I n the p a s t , S t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h l i m i t e d budgets have been 
f o r c e d t o p r o v i d e o n l y b a s i c p e r s o n a l c a r e s e r v i c e s and l e a v e f o r some 
f u t u r e date t h e development o f e f f e c t i v e e d u c a t i o n or t r a i n i n g programs. 
I n c r e a s e d a t t e n t i o n and new F e d e r a l r e s o u r c e s have brought about an 
environment of c r e a t i v e t h i n k i n g toward i m p l e m e n t i n g s o l u t i o n s t o l o n g 
s t a n d i n g p r o b l e m s . Some o f t h e most s u c c e s s f u l p r o j e c t s w h i c h have 
come to the a t t e n t i o n of the O f f i c e of E d u c a t i o n d u r i n g the f i r s t two 
y e a r s of t h i s program have been d i r e c t e d a t i n i t i a t i n g , e x p a n d i n g , and 
i m p r o v i n g s e r v i c e s t o s e r i o u s l y h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n . 

H i g h l i g h t s of Program A c t i v i t i e s 

A summary of program h i g h l i g h t s under P.L. 89-313 f o r F i s c a l Year 
1968 i s shown below. I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e are t h r e e t a b l e s i n c l u d e d on 
pages 3, 4, and 6 w h i c h g r a p h i c a l l y d e p i c t t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s . 

N e a r l y 104,000 h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n r e c e i v e d d i r e c t e d u c a t i o n a l and 
o t h e r r e l a t e d s e r v i c e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g e v e r y type o f h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d named 
i n the A c t . 

--Almost 60% o f the h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n s e r v e d were c l a s s i f i e d 
as m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d . 

--Over 70% of the e l i g i b l e h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n were i n c l u d e d i n 
P.L. 89-313 p r o j e c t s . 

--Over h a l f o f the h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n s e r v e d p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
P.L. 89-313 p r o j e c t s d u r i n g b o t h t h e r e g u l a r and summer terms. 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y 10,420 s t a f f members were employed i n P.L. 89-313 p r o j e c t s . 

- - N e a r l y 75% of t h e employed s t a f f members were t e a c h e r s o r t e a c h e r 
a i d e s . 

--Over 80%, of the p r o j e c t s t a f f employed r e c e i v e d i n s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g . 

N e a r l y $23 m i l l i o n was expended i n P.L. 89-313 p r o j e c t s . 

--Almost 90% of t h e t o t a l p r o j e c t e x p e n d i t u r e s was used f o r p r i m a r y 
e d u c a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s . 


