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EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN STATE -OPERATED OR
SUPPORTED SCHOOLS - A PROGRESS REPORT - FISCAL YEAR 1968

This issue of "Programs for the Handicapped" will review an important
program which provides support to strengthen the educational experiences
of handicapped children and youth attending State-operated or supported
schools. Funds for this program are authorized under Public Law 89-313.
This law was enacted in 1965 as an amendment to Title I of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act,

Background of Program Development

The provision of an adequate educational program for children and
youth presents an increasing challenge to aur society. This challenge
is greatly increased when the children served have special problems
because of mental retardation, emotional disturbance, visual limitations,
hearing impairments, speech defects, and crippling illness or other
health problems. Congress, to cope with this problem, in 1965 enacted
Public Law 89-313. This law provided for Federal funds to be allocated
to State agencies respénsible for the education of handicapped children.
The legislation provided for an authorization of: $15.9 million in behalf
of 65,000 children in Fiscal Year 1966; $15.1 million for 83,000 children
Fiscal Year 1967; and $24.7 million for 87,000 children in Fiscal Year
1968. For Fiscal Year 1969 Congress appropriated $29.7 million for
100,000 children.

What the Program Does

The provisions of this legislation permit the versatile
development and expansion of many educational services. There are
few restrictions upon the utilization of these funds. Expenditures
may cover services ranging from salaries, travel, purchase of
equipment, and inservice training of staff, to rental of office space,
communications, printing, and utilities, if they are necessary for
carrying out approvable projects. Remodeling and construction of
public facilities may be approved when justified in order to assure
the success of a project. The central theme of the program is to
extend and improve direct educational services to handicapped children.

Flexibility in use of funds has stimulated the thinking of special
educators to develop a number of innovative and creative programs. A
level of quality control is provided in the law by requiring that
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