
















































The f e s t i v a l i s noncompetitive w i t h a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s r e c e i v i n g s p e c i a l gold 
c e r t i f i c a t e s f o r t h e i r performances. I t i s b e l i e v e d to be the only Music 
F e s t i v a l of i t s type i n the country. I t was organized i n 1974 by Michael 
K e l l o g g , D i r e c t o r of Music Therapy a t P i n e c r e s t , to provide an opportunity 
f o r the retarded and other e x c e p t i o n a l c h i l d r e n i n s p e c i a l education s e t t i n g s 
to perform f o r others and receive r e c o g n i t i o n f o r t h e i r achievements. The 
general p u b l i c was i n v i t e d to attend. 

NEWS OF INTEREST TO THE DEAF 

Chicago, I l l i n o i s 

Dr. L a s z l o S t e i n , D i r e c t o r of the I n s t i t u t e f o r Communication Disorders a t 
Michael Reese Medical Center i n Chicago warns that despite a l l the recent 
medical and t e c h n o l o g i c a l advances, a cure f o r deafness i s not around the 
corner. Dr. S t e i n s a i d there i s no s u b s t a n t i a l evidence that acupuncture 
has had any success i n t r e a t i n g deafness. The e l e c t r o n i c ear devices that 
use t r a n s m i t t e r s and t i n y v i b r a t o r s implanted i n the ear canal s t i l l need much 
more research and t e s t i n g before they can help the eight and one-half m i l l i o n 
deaf Americans. Dr. S t e i n i s concerned about some overzealous salesmanship 
that overrepresents v a l i d research f i n d s . 

Deafness Center to Evaluate "Scope and Sequence" 

The Texas Statewide P r o j e c t f o r the Deaf has chosen the Deafness Research and 
Tr a i n i n g Center to evaluate i t s curriculum f o r deaf students i n grades K 
through 12. Ms. Mary B a r e f i e l d , p r o j e c t d i r e c t o r f o r the Texas Education 
Agency, recognized the need f o r c a r e f u l e v a l u a t i o n of the curriculum, which 
i s t i t l e d "Scope and Sequence. " 

The e v a l u a t i o n w i l l take i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the formal o b j e c t i v e s e s t a b l i s h e d 
f o r students, other important o b j e c t i v e s not s p e c i f i c a l l y included i n the 
curriculum but b e l i e v e d to be v i t a l to i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 
teachers which make parts of the curriculum more e f f e c t i v e w i t h one teacher 
than w i t h another, i n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s among p u p i l s , and the curriculum's 
cumulative e f f e c t . F i e l d v i s i t s to the experimental and c o n t r o l s i t e s i n 
Texas are an i n t e g r a l component of the ev a l u a t i o n . Questionnaires w i l l be 
administered to teachers, supervisors and s p e c i a l i s t s to gather t h e i r opinions 
of the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the curriculum and to s o l i c i t suggestions f o r i t s 
improvement. 

The Texas p r o j e c t i s unique i n that i t w i l l a l low e v a l u a t i o n of the State's 
complete educational program f o r a l l deaf students. 



NEW PUBLICATION 
The Deaf C h i l d i n the P u b l i c Schools by Edward C. M e r r i l l , J r . , Steve L. 
Mathis, I I I , and Lee Katz. 

"Know your c h i l d . Accept him. Communicate w i t h him. Search f o r those programs 
which w i l l b e n e f i t him. Encourage him. Learn w i t h him. I f you do t h i s , he 
w i l l l e a d a f u l l , rewarding l i f e . He w i l l make you proud. " So begins the new 
handbook f o r parents of deaf c h i l d r e n , The Deaf C h i l d i n the P u b l i c Schools, a 
p u b l i c a t i o n which explores one of the educational a l t e r n a t i v e s open to deaf 
c h i l d r e n . 

The question and answer format of the book provides answers to some questions 
that concern parents: "Can my c h i l d be w e l l educated?" "What kinds of educa­
t i o n a l programs are a v a i l a b l e to my c h i l d i n the p u b l i c school system?" " W i l l 
other people accept my c h i l d ? " "Can he have a good s o c i a l l i f e ? " "How w i l l I 
know i f my deaf c h i l d i s making adequate s o c i a l and emotional adjustments?" 

The Deaf C h i l d i n the P u b l i c Schools assesses the options a v a i l a b l e to the 
deaf c h i l d i n p u b l i c schools: 

- Regular classroom attendance w i t h p r e f e r e n t i a l s e a t i n g and s e r v i c e s of 
a speech t h e r a p i s t ; 

- Placement i n s p e c i a l "resource" classroom w i t h a resource teacher and 
p a r t i a l i n t e g r a t i o n i n regu l a r classrooms; 

- Placement i n a s p e c i a l c l a s s f o r "communication d i s o r d e r s , " which com­
bines deaf and hard-of-hearing students w i t h other students who have 
language di s o r d e r s not connected w i t h hearing l o s s ; 

- Placement i n a s p e c i a l c l a s s f o r deaf c h i l d r e n or, 

- Placement i n a day school where the e n t i r e i n s t r u c t i o n a l program i s 
designed e x c l u s i v e l y f o r deaf c h i l d r e n . 

The handbook, intended as a reference guide, provides information on how the 
parents and fa m i l y can f a c i l i t a t e the c h i l d ' s educational processes, discusses 
the d i f f e r e n t methods of communication a v a i l a b l e , and provides l e g a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
concerning placement of the c h i l d i n c i t y and county school systems. I t a l s o 
describes what parents can expect to f i n d i n these systems, and suggests ques­
t i o n s to keep i n mind when e x p l o r i n g such schools. 

The book i s co-authored by Dr. Edward C. M e r r i l l , J r . , president of Gallaudet 
C o l l e g e , the Rev. Steve L. Mathis, I I I , p r i n c i p a l of Carver School f o r the 
Deaf i n Maryland, and Lee Katz, former executive d i r e c t o r of the N a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n of Parents of the Deaf. Each has had extensive experience i n 
d i f f e r e n t approaches to the education of deaf c h i l d r e n . 

The Deaf C h i l d i n the P u b l i c Schools provides a concise, f a c t u a l frame of 
reference f o r parents c o n s i d e r i n g p u b l i c school education f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 
I t answers d i f f i c u l t questions parents may h e s i t a t e to formulate, or ones they 
may not have p r e v i o u s l y considered. I t s t r i k e s c l o s e to home, p r o v i d i n g a 



humane, empathetic, and f a c t u a l source of Information. I t includes an exten­
s i v e l i s t of l o c a l , s t a t e , and n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s f o r the hearing impaired person. 

The handbook can be ordered from the Gallaudet College Bookstore, 7th and 
F l o r i d a Avenue, N. E., Washington, D. C. 20002. Proceeds from the s a l e of t h i s 
book go to the N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Parents of the Deaf. 

Ed. Note: The author of t h i s a r t i c l e i s M u r i e l Horton, a part-time graduate 
student at Gallaudet College and a s t a f f member of the President's 
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped. 

L i g h t at the Tunnel End by Leonard A. Robinson. 

I f Dean Acheson was "Present at the C r e a t i o n " of our post-WW I I f o r e i g n p o l i c y , 
Leonard Robinson has provided " L i g h t at the Tunnel End" i n i l l u n i n a t i n g one 
aspect of blindness i n America during the past f o r t y years. 

Despite h i s own b l i n d n e s s , or perhaps because of i t , Robinson sees c l e a r l y i n 
r e t r o s p e c t the events, l a r g e and s m a l l , l e a d i n g up to passage of the Randolph-
Sheppard Act and hands down f o r p o s t e r i t y , a s t o r y of how the Act worked and 
s t i l l works today. 

I t i s good to have h i s f i r s t - h a n d account, t o l d modestly and w i t h r e s t r a i n t , of 
the l e g i s l a t i v e and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e h i s t o r y of the b l i n d vending stand program 
i n the United States, a h i s t o r y which i s even now being w r i t t e n i n the h a l l s 
of Congress as the l a t e s t Amendments are working t h e i r way through hearings to 
passage. 

The f a c t that more than 3, 600 b l i n d persons are c u r r e n t l y employed i n the 
operation of vending stands and machines i n the Federal-State program i s 
i n d i s p u t a b l e testimony to the success of the o r i g i n a l idea and to the good 
sense of many Americans who have made the program a u s e f u l and necessary part 
of our economic l i f e . 

Upon retirement from the government, which he served w i t h d i s t i n c t i o n , Robinson 
a c t i v a t e d h i s dream of t e l l i n g the Randolph-Sheppard s t o r y and threw himself 
i n t o s e v e r a l v o l u n t a r y p u r s u i t s i n the f i e l d of bli n d n e s s and the handicapped. 
Always the a c t i v i s t , he i s w e l l aware that "much more remains to be done" and, 
pragmatist that he i s (a pragmatist being a s u c c e s s f u l dreamer), he reminds 
us a l l at the tunnel's end that " i n whatever endeavor the handicapped person 
f i n d s h i m self, he i s out to prove that a b i l i t y , not d i s a b i l i t y , i s what 
counts. " And, thanks to the s t a y i n g power of f o l k s l i k e Leonard Robinson, 
the confidence of the American people i n the a b i l i t i e s of the handicapped has 
never been higher. 

For f u r t h e r information regarding the p u b l i c a t i o n , L i g h t at the Tunnel End, 
please w r i t e to the Foundation f o r the Handicapped and E l d e r l y , Inc., 
Leonard A. Robinson, Pres i d e n t , 1209 Burton S t r e e t , S i l v e r Spring, Maryland 
20910. 




