










































































NEW PUBLICATION

The Deaf Child in the Public Schools by Edward C. Merrill, Jr., Steve L.
Mathis, III, and Lee Katz.

"Know your child. Accept him. Communicate with him., Search for those programs
which will benefit him, Encourage him. Learn with him. If you do this, he
will lead a full, rewarding life. He will make you proud." So begins the new
handbook for parents of deaf children, The Deaf Child in the Public Schools, a
publication which explores one of the educational alternatives open to deaf
children.

The question and answer format of the book provides answers to some questions

that concern parents: "Can my child be well educated?" "What kinds of educa-
tional programs are available to my child in the public school system?” "Will
other people accept my child?" "Can he have a good social life?" "How will I

know if my deaf child is making adequate social and emotional adjustments?”

The Deaf Child in the Public Schoels assesses the options available to the
deaf child in public schools:

- Regular classroom attendance with preferential seating and services of
a speech therapist;

-~ Placement in special "resource" classrocom with a resource teacher and
partial integration in regular classrooms;

- Placement in a special class for "communication disorders,'" which com-

bines deaf and hard-of-hearing students with other students who have

language disorders not connected with hearing loss;

- Placement in a special class for deaf children or,

— Placement in a day school where the entire instructional program is
designed exclusively for deaf children.

The handbock, intended as a reference guide, provides information on how the
parents and family can facilitate the child's educational processes, discusses
the different methods of communication available, and provides legal information
concerning placement of the child in city and county school systems. It also
describes what parents can expect to find in these systems, and suggests ques-
tions to keep in mind when exploring such schools,

The book is co-authored by Dr. Edward C. Merrill, Jr., president of Gallaudet
College, the Rev. Steve L, Mathis, I1I, principal of Carver School for the
Deaf in Maryland, and Lee Katz, former executive director of the National
Association of Parents of the Deaf. Each has had extensive experience in
different approaches to the education of deaf children.

The Deaf Child in the Public Schools provides a concise, factual frame of
reference for parents considering public school education for their children.
It answers difficult questions parents may hesitate to formulate, or ones they
may not have previously considered. It strikes close to home, providing a




humane, empathetic, and factual source of information. It includes an exten-
sive list of local, state, and national services for the hearing impaired person.

The handbook can be ordered from the Gallaudet College Bookstore, 7th and
Florida Avenue, N. E., Washington, D. C. 20002. Proceeds from the sale of this
book go to the National Association of Parents of the Deaf.

Ed. Note: The author of this article is Muriel Horton, a part-time graduate
student at Gallaudet College and a staff member of the President's
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped.

Light at the Tunnel End by Leonard A. Robinson.

If Dean Acheson was "Present at the Creation" of our post-WW II foreign policy,
Leonard Robinson has provided "Light at the Tunnel End" in illuninating one
aspect of blindness in America during the past forty years.

Despite his own blindness, or perhaps because of it, Robinson sees clearly in
retrospect the events, large and small, leading up to passage of the Randolph-
Sheppard Act and hands down for posterity, a story of how the Act worked and
still works today.

It is good to have his first-hand account, told modestly and with restraint, of
the legislative and administrative history of the blind vending stand program
in the United States, a history which is even now being written in the halls

of Congress as the latest Amendments are working their way through hearings to

passage.

The fact that more than 3,600 blind persons are currently employed in the
operation of vending stands and machines in the Federal-State program is
indisputable testimony to the success of the original idea and to the good
sense of many Americans who have made the program a useful and necessary part
of our economic life.

Upon retirement from the government, which he served with distinction, Robinson
activated his dream of telling the Randolph-Sheppard story and threw himself
into several voluntary pursuits in the field of blindness and the handicapped.
Always the activist, he is well aware that "much more remains to be done" and,
pragmatist that he is (a pragmatist being a successful dreamer), he reminds

us all at the tunnel's end that "in whatever endeavor the handicapped person
finds himself, he is out to prove that ability, not disability, is what
counts." And, thanks to the staying power of folks like Leonard Robinson,

the confidence of the American people in the abilities of the handicapped has
never been higher.

For further information regarding the publication, Light at the Tunnel End,
please write to the Foundation for the Handicapped and Elderly, Inc.,
Leonard A. Robinson, President, 1209 Burton Street, Silver Spring, Maryland
20910.
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