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EDUCATION PROFESSIONS DEVELOPMENT ACT PROVIDES SPECTIAL TRAINING FOR
EDUCATIONAL PERSONNEL WORKING WITH THE HANDICAPPED

In recent years the Federal govermment has become increasingly concerned
about the National problem of recruiting and training an adequate number
public school teachers. This concern has manifested itself in Federal
legislation enacted over the past decade aimed at ameliorating some of these
problems.

Much of the Federal legislation enacted although well intentioned and
specific in purpose has been in reality less than comprehensive in scope and
contained certain restrictive measures which made efficient administration
difficult. Congress, in an effort to remedy this situation enacted in 1967,
"The Education Professions Development Act'" P.L. 90-35. (EPDA) EPDA which
amended the Higher Education Act of 1965 - P.L. 89-329, brought together
many education programs whose principal purpose is the training of educational
personnel.

This legislation has resulted in a functional reorganization of program
activities, a commonality of purpose and has encouragedmore efficient admin-
istration of the teacher manpower training programs. A new agency, the
Bureau of Educational Personnel Development (BEPD) was created to administer

this program.

In general, the BEPD is charged with expanding, broadening and encouraging
. innovation in existing programs as well as opening new avenues for coordinating
all Federal educational manpower recruiting, training and retraining activities.
Included in this effort is a special program to assist in the training of
personnel who work with the handicapped.

This issue of '"Programs for the Handicapped" will review the program of
the BEPD for the handicapped.

BEPD PROGRAM FOR THE HANDICAPPED IN FISCAL YEAR 1969

During the current fiscal year, teachers and other educational personnel
who work with handicapped children in regular classrooms in 27 States and the
District of Columbia, will receive special training through the BEPD Grant

Program.







